Springfield Presbyterian Church (USA)
7300 Spout Hill Road, Sykesville, MD 21784    410-795-6152
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September 13, 2026 - 10:30 am


WELCOME VISITORS!

We're glad you are here! Cards at the ends of each pew are for you to fill out and drop in the Offering Plate. Please let us know you are visiting and join us for refreshments and fellowship following the service. The Sanctuary has an induction loop system to assist the hearing impaired. The system will also work on the telephone setting of hearing aids. 

Springfield Presbyterian Church is rooted in the gospel of Jesus Christ, led by the Holy Spirit, and called to loving relationships through vibrant worship and service. Valuing all people, we are committed to developing disciples and fostering stewardship.


PREPARATION FOR THE WORD
(* those who are able are invited to stand)

PRELUDE		     

PASTOR’S WELCOME

GATHERING OF THE PEOPLE
The Lord be with you!   And also with you!   (Greetings and Announcements)

LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE
Leader:  Whenever we light this candle we proclaim:
People:  Christ is the Light of the world and the center of our lives.

CALL TO WORSHIP	  
Leader: 	We come together 
All: 		to listen for God. 
Leader: 	We come together
All: 		to remember what Jesus taught. 
Leader: 	We come together
All: 		to be filled with God’s love. 
Leader: 	We come together
All: 		to learn what is good. 
Leader: 	We come together
All: 		to worship the God with us, who created and loves us. 
Leader: 	Let us worship God! 

[bookmark: _Hlk76559008][bookmark: _Hlk32926759]* HYMN		Praise, My Soul, the God of Heaven		GTG #619

[bookmark: _Hlk111637921]Praise, my soul, the God of heaven; glad of heart your carols raise;
Ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven, who, like me, should sing God’s praise?
Alleluia! Alleluia! Praise the Maker all your days!

Praise God for the grace and favor shown our forebears in distress;
God is still the same forever, slow to chide, and swift to bless.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Sing our Maker’s faithfulness!

Like a loving parent caring, God knows well our feeble frame,
Gladly all our burdens bearing, still to countless years the same.
Alleluia! Alleluia! All within me, praise God’s name!

Angels, teach us adoration; you behold God face to face.
Sun and moon and all creation, dwellers all in time and space.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Praise with us the God of grace!

CALL TO CONFESSION
Leader: We spend so much time accusing ourselves, judging ourselves, punishing ourselves for what we have done, or not done. But God would draw us closer to the Heart of forgiveness, that we might be filled with healing and grace. Join me, as we pray together:

UNISON PRAYER FOR FORGIVENESS
O Lord we seek your mercy… yet we ourselves look for payback when we are wronged. We think it “only fair” and “what is right” when we retaliate and use harsh words and withdraw from relationship. The forgiveness you offer on our account is larger than we can comprehend, still we withhold forgiveness and carry the grudge over petty issues. We are eager to do your judging. And, even worse: we conspire our inner thoughts to secure your forgiveness while avoiding honest repentance. Forgive us, Lord, for the sins we know in our hearts. Save us, Lord, from the sins we hide.

SILENT PRAYERS OF CONFESSION	

RESPONSE 	Hear My Prayer, O God		GTG #782 (v. 1)
Hear my prayer, O God, and listen to my plea;
Faithful, righteous One, give ear and answer me.
Judge me not, I pray; no merit dare I claim;
Knowing my own faults, I trust in your just Name.

WORDS OF ASSURANCE   
Heather: The Lord is full of compassion and mercy, slow to anger and has not dealt with us according to our sins. Instead, God has chosen the sacrifice of 


God’s own son on our account. It is because of Jesus Christ that our sins are forgiven. This gift of forgiveness makes us able, with the power of the Holy Spirit, to choose to forgive, renew and live again in right relationship with each other and with our God. Friends, know that you are forgiven, and be at peace. Amen.

* MUSICAL RESPONSE OF PRAISE	O, For a Thousand Tongues to Sing
GTG #610 (v.5)
To God all glory, praise and love be now and ever given,
By saints below and saints above, the church in earth and heaven.

* THE PEACE      The peace of Christ be with you!  And also with you!
	            (You may greet those around you.)

* RESPONSE              Here I Am, Lord		GTG #69
Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? I have heard you calling in the night.
I will go, Lord, if you lead me. I will hold your people in my heart.

THE PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION
Leader: God our teacher, by your Holy Spirit, open our minds, that as the scriptures are read, and your word is proclaimed, the scales may fall from our eyes, and the light of understanding may shine on us, so that we might walk in your ways and glorify your holy name, for the sake of Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

GOSPEL LESSON			Matthew 18:21-35		NT page 19
21Then Peter came and said to him, "Lord, if another member of the church sins against me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?" 22Jesus said to him, "Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times. 23"For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his slaves. 24When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him; 25and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and children and all his 

possessions, and payment to be made. 26So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, "Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.' 27And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him the debt. 
28But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said, "Pay what you owe.' 29Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, "Have patience with me, and I will pay you.' 30But he refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he would pay the debt. 31When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had taken place. 32Then his lord summoned him and said to him, "You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. 
33Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?' 
34And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he would pay his entire debt. 35So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart." 

TIME FOR ALL GOD’S CHILDREN

HEBREW BIBLE LESSON		Genesis 50:15-21	OT page 46

15Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph's brothers said, "What if Joseph still bears a grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to him?" 16So they approached Joseph, saying, "Your father gave this instruction before he died, 17"Say to Joseph: I beg you, forgive the crime of your brothers and the wrong they did in harming you.' Now therefore please forgive the crime of the servants of the God of your father." Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 18Then his brothers also wept, fell down before him, and said, "We are here as your slaves." 19But Joseph said to them, "Do not be afraid! Am I in the place of God? 20Even though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for good, in order to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today. 
21So have no fear; I myself will provide for you and your little ones." In this way he reassured them, speaking kindly to them. 

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 	All: Thanks be to God.

SERMON		Learning to Love Our Enemies: When God Transforms
Evil Into Good			By Heather Russell

THE RESPONSE TO THE WORD

* HYMN		Amazing Grace		GTG #649

Amazing grace, how sweet the sound, that saved a wretch like me!
I once was lost, but now am found, was blind, but now I see.

‘Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, and grace my fears relieved.
How precious did that grace appear the hour I first believed!

Through many dangers, toils, and snares, I have already come.
‘Tis grace has brought me safe thus far, and grace will lead me home.

The Lord has promised good to me; his word my hope secures.
He will my shield and portion be as long as life endures.

When we’ve been there ten thousand years, bright shining as the sun,
We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise than when we’d first begun.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever, Amen.

PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS
	OFFERTORY		A Jubilant Song	
[bookmark: _Hlk152253608]	* SONG OF THANKS		Great God of Every Blessing	GTG #694 (v. 1)
	Great God of every blessing, of faithful, loving care,
	You are the fount of goodness, the daily bread we share.
	How can we hope to thank you? Our praise is but a start:
	Sincerely and completely I offer you my heart.
	* PRAYER OF DEDICATION

[bookmark: _Hlk143691578]* HYMN		Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain		GTG #234

Come, you faithful, raise the strain of triumphant gladness!
God has brought forth Israel into joy from sadness,
Loosed from Pharaoh’s bitter yoke Jacob’s sons and daughters;
Led them with unmoistened foot through the Red Sea waters.

’Tis the spring of souls today: Christ has burst his prison,
And from three days’ sleep in death as a sun has risen.
All the winter of our sins, long and dark, is flying 
From the Light, to whom we give laud and praise undying. 

Now the queen of seasons, bright with the day of splendor, 
With the royal feast of feasts comes its joy to render;
Comes to glad Jerusalem, who with true affection
Welcomes in unwearied strains Jesus’ resurrection!

Neither could the gates of death, nor the tomb’s dark portal,
Nor the watchers, nor the seal hold you as a mortal:
But today, among your own, you appear, bestowing
Your deep peace, which evermore passes human knowing. 

* CHARGE AND BENEDICTION
Heather: As you go out from here, love one another with mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor. Live in harmony with one another, rejoice in hope, be patient in affliction, persevere in prayer. Love and serve the Lord, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, Amen.   

* UNISON AMEN		GTG #601

POSTLUDE	   

Some liturgy adapted from Child Of Blessing Lectionary Resource, Presbyterian Association of Musicians and Bill Wessner, https://re-worship.blogspot.com/2011/09/confession-matthew-18-21-35.html 


Sunday, September 20 Lectionary:
Jonah 3:10-4:11; Psalm 145:1-8; Philippians 1:21-30; Matthew 20:1-16

Assisting in Worship:    We appreciate those who serve:

					Today 9/13				Next Week 9/20
Sunday Opener: 		Linda Caviglia				Mark Chaplik
Ushers/Greeters:		Tim & Beth Oates			Bob Rogers
											Elizabeth Meirowitz
Lay Leader:			Christy Yeager				Linda Caviglia
Offering Counters:		Linda C. & Volunteer		Ron H. & Volunteer
Fellowship Hosts:		Homecoming Picnic			Linda Caviglia


Happy Birthday!		September 13 – Mark Kearney
					September 14 – Linda Caviglia
					September 14 – Ron Grubb



Announcements

Sermon Series: We are working through a sermon series this month, Learning to Love Your Enemies. The capacity for love to overcome all obstacles is easier to believe when talking about two people who want to be together, but can be especially challenging when thinking of ourselves and someone we don't want to be with, especially someone who has hurt or betrayed us. Yet our ability to overcome conflict within ourselves and find peace (despite what others may do) is an incredible opportunity to reflect the unconditional love of Jesus Christ, who loves us despite the ways we have failed. In this four-part series, we will explore practical guidance from scripture to help equip us to practice the kind of enemy love Jesus calls us to. 

Homecoming Picnic: TODAY, our SPC family and friends will gather after worship for a Homecoming picnic, a rain-or-shine event. Fried chicken will be provided by CoCaMO! Everyone is welcome - come and eat, visit, meet our new pastor, reconnect with old friends, and make new ones.  ~CoCaMO Committee

Upcoming Concert: On September 20 at 3:00 pm, we welcome Michael Noble, classical pianist, as our artist for the first concert in our 2026-2027 concert series. The concert will include music by Francis Poulenc, Federico Mompou, Luciano Berio, Ennio Morricone and Frederic Rzewski.

Michael’s 2026–27 season features solo and chamber performances throughout Belgium, Italy, and the United States — including at the Italian Embassy and the European-American Cultural Foundation — residencies at Georgetown University and the Royal Conservatoire Antwerp, and the release of Homage and Threshold, his fourth and fifth solo albums. A multifaceted artist, Michael has a keen interest in a wide musical spectrum, from Gregorian chant to electronic dance music, and often blends styles in his programs.

As usual, following the concert in our sanctuary, we will provide a reception with lots of good food and time for fellowship. Please come, bring your friends and family to enjoy the concert and refreshments.

Heather’s Ordination: Heather’s ordination service will be held on Sunday, September 27 at 4:00 pm at First Presbyterian Church of Westminster. All are invited to attend! There will be a meal following the service.

Livestreaming Coming Soon! We will be moving to livestreaming on YouTube over the next several weeks. If you have any concerns about this, please see Heather. We will continue to have Zoom as an option, as well.

Congregational Care: If you know of someone who would benefit from a card or a phone call, please text or call Diana Steppling at 862-266-2242.

Electronic Giving: Below is a QR code you can scan to make your contribution a new way! The page you get will ask for your name, email and phone
[image: A qr code with black squares

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]number. You can choose from a dropdown menu for selecting where the donation should go: General Fund, Capital Fund, Concert, Memorial. There is a fee for using a credit card, and you will be given the option to pay that fee along with your donation, but you don’t have to include it if you don’t want to.


Today:							
	Sunday September 13					
		10:30 am		Worship
11:30 am		Homecoming Picnic (rain or shine)

This Week:
	Tuesday September 15
		7:00 pm		CoCaMO Meeting (Manse)
Wednesday September 16
	6:15 pm		Bell Choir Practice
		7:30 pm		Adult Choir Practice
	
Next Week:
Sunday September 20
10:30 am		Worship
11:30 am		Fellowship
12:00 noon	RGEF Meeting (Library)
3:00 pm		Concert (Sanctuary)
	Wednesday September 23
		6:15 pm		Bell Choir Practice
		7:30 pm		Adult Choir Practice
	Saturday September 26
		7:00 pm		Family Game Night (Fellowship Room)
	

Heather’s In Office Hours:		Tuesday, Friday, Sunday
						8:30 am – 2:00 pm
Heather’s Home Office Hours:	Wednesday, Thursday
						8:30 am – 2:00 pm
Heather’s Sabbath Day:			Mondays

Reminder: In case of an emergency, please contact Heather directly: springfieldpres.pastor@gmail.com
cell 443-280-9712 (texts welcomed, please identify yourself)
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Springfield Presbyterian Church
 10:30 am Worship
11:30 am Fellowship 
Website:  www.springfield-church.org Church Office:  410-795-6152
Like us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/SpringfieldPresbyterianChurch
Ministry Associate: Heather Russell von Marko
Email: springfieldpres.pastor@gmail.com
Clerk of Session: Sharon Pappas 
Music Director: Vacant
Accompanist: Michael Hall 
Bell Choir Director: Robin Kochanski
Administrative Assistant: Donna Mazer
Email: springfieldpres.office@gmail.com 
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“Forgive your
brother or sister
from your heart.”

MATTHEW 18:35, NRSV




