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August 30, 2026 - 10:30 am


WELCOME VISITORS!

We're glad you are here! Cards at the ends of each pew are for you to fill out and drop in the Offering Plate. Please let us know you are visiting and join us for refreshments and fellowship following the service. The Sanctuary has an induction loop system to assist the hearing impaired. The system will also work on the telephone setting of hearing aids. 

Springfield Presbyterian Church is rooted in the gospel of Jesus Christ, led by the Holy Spirit, and called to loving relationships through vibrant worship and service. Valuing all people, we are committed to developing disciples and fostering stewardship.

PREPARATION FOR THE WORD
(* those who are able are invited to stand)
PRELUDE		     

PASTOR’S WELCOME

GATHERING OF THE PEOPLE
The Lord be with you!   And also with you!   (Greetings and Announcements)

LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE
Leader:  Whenever we light this candle we proclaim:
People:  Christ is the Light of the world and the center of our lives.

CALL TO WORSHIP	  
Leader: 	Come and listen! God is calling. 
All: 		God calls us together. 
Leader:	Come and listen! God is calling. 
All:		God calls us to holy ground. 
Leader: 	Come and listen! God is calling. 
All:		God calls each of us to love and serve the Lord. 
Leader:	Come and listen! God is calling. 
All:	God calls us to worship and sends us out to love one another and to work for justice. 
Leader: 	Let us worship the God who calls us here. 

[bookmark: _Hlk76559008][bookmark: _Hlk32926759]* HYMN		Make Me A Channel of Your Peace	GTG #753

Make me a channel of your peace. Where there is hatred, let me bring your love.
Where there is injury, pardon, Lord, and where there’s doubt, true faith in you.

Make me a channel of your peace. Where there’s despair in life, let me bring hope.
Where there is darkness, only light, and where there’s sadness, ever joy.

O, Master, grant that I may never seek so much to be consoled, as to console,
To be understood, as to understand, to be loved, as to love, with all my soul.



Make me a channel of your peace. It is in pardoning that we are pardoned,
In giving of ourselves that we receive, and in dying that we’re born to eternal life.

CALL TO CONFESSION
Leader: God is both just and loving. We confess with humility and courage, since God both knows us and forgives us. To embody this, I invite you to bring your hands together and rest them in one another, as if holding both of these truths. Let us pray:

UNISON PRAYER FOR FORGIVENESS
God, you are loving and just. Forgive us when we do not care for all of creation and when we do not care for one another. Guide us when things are unfair so we can learn what your justice means and share your love on earth. Hear us now as we silently share the things we’d rather not say out loud. 

SILENT PRAYERS OF CONFESSION	

RESPONSE 	Lord, Jesus, Think on Me		GTG #417 (v. 1)
Lord, Jesus, think on me, and purge away my sin.
From earth-born passions set me free, and make me pure within.

WORDS OF ASSURANCE   
Heather: God’s mercy frees us to act with courage and compassion. In Christ, we are forgiven. Thanks be to God! Amen. 

* MUSICAL RESPONSE OF PRAISE	Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow		GTG #607
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise Christ, all people here below; praise Holy Spirit evermore; praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen.

* THE PEACE      The peace of Christ be with you!  And also with you!
	            (You may greet those around you.)

* RESPONSE              Here I Am, Lord		GTG #69
Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? I have heard you calling in the night.
I will go, Lord, if you lead me. I will hold your people in my heart.

THE PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION
Leader: Holy God, by the power of your Spirit, reveal your will to us today through your Word. Help us to understand your creative, redemptive, and consoling work, and lead us into the world, filled with your Spirit, to offer love in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

FIRST SCRIPTURE LESSON		Romans 12:9-21	NT page 151 
9Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; 10love one another with mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor. 11Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the Lord. 12Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer. 13Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend hospitality to strangers. 14Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 15Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. 16Live in harmony with one another; do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are. 17Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought for what is noble in the sight of all. 18If it is possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. 19Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of God; for it is written, "Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord." 20No, "if your enemies are hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty, give them something to drink; for by doing this you will heap burning coals on their heads." 21Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 

GOSPEL LESSON		Matthew 16:21-28		NT page 17
21From that time on, Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the hands of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised. 22And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, "God forbid it, Lord! This must never happen to you." 23But he turned and said to Peter, "Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; for you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things." 24Then Jesus told his disciples, "If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 25For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it. 26For what will it profit them if they gain the whole world but forfeit their life? Or what will they give in return for their life? 
27"For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will repay everyone for what has been done. 28Truly I tell you, there are some standing here who will not taste death before they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom." 

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 	All: Thanks be to God.

SERMON			Curving Outward		By Heather Russell

THE RESPONSE TO THE WORD

* HYMN		Take Up Your Cross, The Savior Said		GTG #718

Take up your cross, the Savior said, if you would my disciple be;
Take up your cross with willing heart, and humbly follow after me.

Take up your cross; let not its weight fill your weak spirit with alarm;
Christ's strength shall bear your spirit up and brace your heart and nerve your arm.

Take up your cross; heed not the shame, and let your foolish pride be still;
The Lord for you accepted death upon a cross, on Calvary's hill.

Take up your cross, then, in Christ's strength, and calmly every danger brave:
It guides you to abundant life and leads to victory o'er the grave.

TIME FOR ALL GOD’S CHILDREN AND
BLESSING THE GIVING TREE COLLECTION AND THE NEW SCHOOL YEAR

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever, Amen.
PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS
	OFFERTORY			
[bookmark: _Hlk152253608]	* SONG OF THANKS		As Those of Old Their Firstfruits Brought
						GTG #712 (v. 3)
	In gratitude and humble trust we bring our best today,
To serve your cause and share your love with all along life’s way.
O God who gave yourself to us in Jesus Christ your Son,
Help us to give ourselves each day until life’s work is done.
	* PRAYER OF DEDICATION

[bookmark: _Hlk143691578]* HYMN		I Love Thy Kingdom, Lord		GTG #310

I love thy kingdom, Lord, the house of thine abode,
The church our blest Redeemer saved with his own precious blood.

I love thy church, O God. Her walls before thee stand,
Dear as the apple of thine eye, and graven on thy hand.

For her my tears shall fall; for her my prayers ascend;
To her my cares and toils be given, till toils and cares shall end.

Beyond my highest joy I prize her heavenly ways:
Her sweet communion, solemn vows, her hymns of love and praise.

Sure as thy truth shall last, to Zion shall be given
The brightest glories earth can yield, and brighter bliss of heaven.

* CHARGE AND BENEDICTION
Heather: As you go out from here, love one another with mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor. Live in harmony with one another, rejoice in hope, be patient in affliction, persevere in prayer. Love and serve the Lord, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, Amen.    

* UNISON AMEN		GTG #601

POSTLUDE

Some liturgy adapted from Child Of Blessing Lectionary Resource, Presbyterian Association of Musicians and Thom Shuman, Lectionary Liturgies
Sunday, September 6 Lectionary:
Ezekiel 33:7-11; Psalm 119:33-40; Romans 13:8-14; Matthew 18:15-20



Assisting in Worship:    We appreciate those who serve:

					Today 8/30				Next Week 9/6
Sunday Opener: 		Mark Chaplik				Ron Holmes
Ushers/Greeters:		Don Vasbinder				Cynthia Smith
					Barbara Nickell				Volunteer
Lay Leader:			Bob Steppling				Don Vasbinder
Offering Counters:		Mark Chaplik & Vol.			Ron H. & Barbara N.
Fellowship Hosts:		Rebekah Schermer			Christy Yeager

Happy Anniversary!	September 1 – Charles and Debbie Sperling
					September 5 – Stephanie and John Bunting
					September 5 – Christy and Shane Yeager


Announcements

Mark Your Calendars: Our annual summer Giving Tree, collecting needed items for Sykesville Middle School students, officially ends TODAY. A list of those items is available in the Narthex. If you bring items after August 30, no problem, Sue Holmes promises to deliver every donation to the school.

TODAY is also the 5th Sunday of the month, Noisy Offering Sunday. This offering will be sent to Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA). So, let’s make some noise and make a little change make a big difference.

On September 13, our SPC family and friends will gather after worship for a Homecoming picnic, a rain-or-shine event. A sign-up sheet will be available during fellowship for anyone who would like to bring a dish to share. Everyone is welcome - come and eat, visit, meet our new pastor, reconnect with old friends, and make new ones.  ~CoCaMO Committee

Congregational Care: If you know of someone who would benefit from a card or a phone call, please text or call Diana Steppling at 862-266-2242.

Electronic Giving: Below is a QR code you can scan to make your contribution a new way! The page you get will ask for your name, email and phone
[image: A qr code with black squares

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]number. You can choose from a dropdown menu for selecting where the donation should go: General Fund, Capital Fund, Concert, Memorial. There is a fee for using a credit card, and you will be given the option to pay that fee along with your donation, but you don’t have to include it if you don’t want to.


Today:							
	Sunday August 30 – Noisy Offering					
		10:30 am		Worship
11:30 am		Fellowship

This Week:
	Wednesday September 2
		7:00 – 8:15 pm		Adult Choir Practice

Next Week:
Sunday September 6
10:30 am		Worship
11:30 am		Fellowship
12:00 noon	Finance Committee Meeting
	Monday September 7
		7:00 pm		Headhuggers (Manse)
	Tuesday September 8
		3:30 pm		Worship Committee Meeting (Zoom)
	Wednesday September 9
		6:15 – 7:15 pm		Bell Choir Practice
		7:30 – 8:45 pm		Adult Choir Practice
	Thursday September 10
		7:00 pm		Session Meeting (Manse)
	
	


Heather’s In Office Hours:		Tuesday, Friday, Sunday
						8:30 am – 2:00 pm
Heather’s Home Office Hours:	Wednesday, Thursday
						8:30 am – 2:00 pm
Heather’s Sabbath Day:			Mondays

Reminder: In case of an emergency, please contact Heather directly: springfieldpres.pastor@gmail.com
cell 443-280-9712 (texts welcomed, please identify yourself)
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Springfield Presbyterian Church
 10:30 am Worship
11:30 am Fellowship 
Website:  www.springfield-church.org Church Office:  410-795-6152
Like us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/SpringfieldPresbyterianChurch
Ministry Associate: Heather Russell von Marko
Email: springfieldpres.pastor@gmail.com
Clerk of Session: Sharon Pappas 
Music Director: Vacant
Accompanist: Michael Hall 
Bell Choir Director: Robin Kochanski
Administrative Assistant: Donna Mazer
Email: springfieldpres.office@gmail.com 
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“If any want to become
my followers, let them
deny themselves and
take up their cross
and follow me.”

Matthew 16:24, NRSV




