Springfield Presbyterian Church (USA)
7300 Spout Hill Road, Sykesville, MD 21784    410-795-6152
[image: chrch7c[1]]         


[image: ]




August 16, 2026 - 10:30 am


WELCOME VISITORS!

We're glad you are here! Cards at the ends of each pew are for you to fill out and drop in the Offering Plate.  Please let us know you are visiting and join us for refreshments and fellowship following the service. The Sanctuary has an induction loop system to assist the hearing impaired. The system will also work on the telephone setting of hearing aids. 

Springfield Presbyterian Church is rooted in the gospel of Jesus Christ, led by the Holy Spirit, and called to loving relationships through vibrant worship and service. Valuing all people, we are committed to developing disciples and fostering stewardship.

PREPARATION FOR THE WORD
(* those who are able are invited to stand)
PRELUDE		     

GATHERING OF THE PEOPLE
The Lord be with you!   And also with you!   (Greetings and Announcements)

LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE
Leader:  Whenever we light this candle we proclaim:
People:  Christ is the Light of the world and the center of our lives.

CALL TO WORSHIP	  
Leader: We come together 
All: to listen for God. 
Leader: We come together
All: to remember what Jesus taught. 
Leader: We come together
All: to be filled with God’s love. 
Leader: We come together
All: to learn what is good. 
Leader: We come together
All: to worship the God with us, who created and loves us. 
Leader: Let us worship God! 

[bookmark: _Hlk76559008][bookmark: _Hlk32926759]* HYMN		Amazing Grace		GTG #649

Amazing grace, how sweet the sound, that saved a wretch like me!
I once was lost, but now am found, was blind, but now I see.

‘Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, and grace my fears relieved.
How precious did that grace appear the hour I first believed!

Through many dangers, toils, and snares, I have already come.
‘Tis grace has brought me safe thus far, and grace will lead me home.

The Lord has promised good to me; his word my hope secures.
He will my shield and portion be as long as life endures.

When we’ve been there ten thousand years, bright shining as the sun,
We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise than when we’d first begun.

CALL TO CONFESSION
Leader: God is both just and loving. We confess with humility and courage, since God knows us and forgives us. To embody this, I invite you to bring your hands together and rest them in one another, as if holding both of these truths. Let us pray together: 

UNISON PRAYER FOR FORGIVENESS
God, you are loving and just. Forgive us when we do not care for all of creation and when we do not care for one another. Guide us when things are unfair so we can learn what your justice means and share your love on earth. Now, we bring to you in silence the things we would rather not say out loud, but that you hear all the same. 

SILENT PRAYERS OF CONFESSION	

RESPONSE 	Lord, Jesus, Think on Me		GTG #417 (v. 1)
Lord, Jesus, think on me, and purge away my sin.
From earth-born passions set me free, and make me pure within.

WORDS OF ASSURANCE   
Heather: Hear the good news: God’s mercy frees us to act with courage and compassion. In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Thanks be to God! Amen. 

* MUSICAL RESPONSE OF PRAISE	Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow		GTG #607
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise Christ, all people here below; praise Holy Spirit evermore; praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen.

* THE PEACE      The peace of Christ be with you!  And also with you!
	            (You may greet those around you.)

* RESPONSE              Here I Am, Lord		GTG #69
Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? I have heard you calling in the night.
I will go, Lord, if you lead me. I will hold your people in my heart.
THE PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION
Leader: Holy God, by the power of your Spirit, reveal your will to us today through your Word. Help us to understand your creative, redemptive, and consoling work, and lead us into the world, filled with your Spirit, to offer love in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

FIRST SCRIPTURE LESSON		Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32	NT page 150
1I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! I myself am an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin. 2God has not rejected his people whom he foreknew.

29for the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. 30Just as you were once disobedient to God but have now received mercy because of their disobedience, 
31so they have now been disobedient in order that, by the mercy shown to you, they too may now receive mercy. 32For God has imprisoned all in disobedience so that he may be merciful to all. 

TIME FOR ALL GOD’S CHILDREN

GOSPEL LESSON		Matthew 15:(10-20) 21-28		NT page 16
10Then he called the crowd to him and said to them, "Listen and understand: 
11it is not what goes into the mouth that defiles a person, but it is what comes out of the mouth that defiles." 12Then the disciples approached and said to him, "Do you know that the Pharisees took offense when they heard what you said?" 
13He answered, "Every plant that my heavenly Father has not planted will be uprooted. 14Let them alone; they are blind guides of the blind. And if one blind person guides another, both will fall into a pit." 15But Peter said to him, "Explain this parable to us." 16Then he said, "Are you also still without understanding? 
17Do you not see that whatever goes into the mouth enters the stomach, and goes out into the sewer? 18But what comes out of the mouth proceeds from the heart, and this is what defiles. 19For out of the heart come evil intentions, murder, adultery, fornication, theft, false witness, slander. 20These are what defile a person, but to eat with unwashed hands does not defile." 


21Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. 22Just then a Canaanite woman from that region came out and started shouting, "Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is tormented by a demon." 23But he did not answer her at all. And his disciples came and urged him, saying, "Send her away, for she keeps shouting after us." 24He answered, "I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel." 25But she came and knelt before him, saying, "Lord, help me." 26He answered, "It is not fair to take the children's food and throw it to the dogs." 27She said, "Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters' table." 28Then Jesus answered her, "Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish." And her daughter was healed instantly. 

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 	All: Thanks be to God.

SERMON			Who is this Jesus?		By Heather Russell

THE RESPONSE TO THE WORD

* HYMN		Help Us Accept Each Other		GTG #754
[bookmark: _Hlk117243549]
Help us accept each other as Christ accepted us;
Teach us as sister, brother, each person to embrace.
Be present, Lord, among us and bring us to believe
We are ourselves accepted, and meant to love and live.

Teach us, O Lord, your lessons, as in our daily life
We struggle to be human and search for hope and faith.
Teach us to care for people, for all, not just for some,
To love them as we find them, or as they may become.

Let your acceptance change us, so that we may be moved
In living situations to do the truth in love;
To practice your acceptance until we know by heart
The table of forgiveness, and laughter's healing art.




Lord, for today's encounters with all who are in need,
Who hunger for acceptance, for justice and for bread,
We need new eyes for seeing, new hands for holding on:
Renew us with your Spirit; Lord, free us; make us one!

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever, Amen.

PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS
	OFFERTORY			
[bookmark: _Hlk152253608]	* SONG OF THANKS		As Those of Old Their Firstfruits Brought
						GTG #712 (v. 3)
	In gratitude and humble trust we bring our best today,
To serve your cause and share your love with all along life’s way.
O God who gave yourself to us in Jesus Christ your Son,
Help us to give ourselves each day until life’s work is done.
	* PRAYER OF DEDICATION

[bookmark: _Hlk143691578]* HYMN		Now Thank We All Our God		GTG #643

Now thank we all our God with heart and hands and voices,
Who wondrous things hath done, in whom this world rejoices;
Who, from our mothers' arms, hath blessed us on our way
With countless gifts of love, and still is ours today.

O may this bounteous God through all our life be near us,
With ever joyful hearts and blessed peace to cheer us;
And keep us in God's grace, and guide us when perplexed,
And free us from all ills in this world and the next.




All praise and thanks to God, who reigns in highest heaven,
To Father and to Son and Spirit now be given:
The one eternal God, whom heaven and earth adore,
The God who was, and is, and shall be evermore.

* CHARGE AND BENEDICTION
Heather: And now, may the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of God’s Son, Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, remain with you always. Amen.    

* UNISON AMEN		GTG #601

POSTLUDE

Some liturgy adapted from Child Of Blessing Lectionary Resource, Presbyterian Association of Musicians



Assisting in Worship:    We appreciate those who serve:

					Today 8/16				Next Week 8/23
Sunday Opener: 		Ron Holmes				Beth Oates
Ushers/Greeters:		Steve & Donna Mazer		Alex & Brenda McClung
Lay Leader:			Tim Oates					Ron Holmes
Offering Counters:		Beth Oates & Volunteer		Christy Y. & Volunteer
Fellowship Hosts:		Barbara Nickell				Barbara Cornell

Happy Birthday!		August 16 – Kari Anderson
					August 19 – Madelyn McClung
					August 22 – Christy Yeager
					
Sunday, August 23 Lectionary:
Exodus 1:8-2:10; Psalm 124; Romans 12:1-8; Matthew 16:13-20
Announcements

Sykesville Middle School Supplies: SPC is still collecting items for Sykesville Middle School during the month of August. Year after year, it has been our honor to help these students. The staff and students are always so grateful. Please find the list of needed items on the table in the Narthex. Thank you in advance for your generous donations! ~ CoCaMO

Congregational Care:  If you know of someone who would benefit from a card or a phone call, please text or call Diana Steppling at 862-266-2242.

Electronic Giving: Below is a QR code you can scan to make your contribution a new way! The page you get will ask for your name, email and phone
[image: A qr code with black squares

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]number. You can choose from a dropdown menu for selecting where the donation should go: General Fund, Capital Fund, Concert, Memorial. There is a fee for using a credit card, and you will be given the option to pay that fee along with your donation, but you don’t have to include it if you don’t want to.



Today:							
	Sunday August 16					
		10:30 am		Worship
11:30 am		Fellowship
5:30 pm		Wild Grace Potluck Dinner (Manse)


Next Week:
Sunday August 23
10:30 am		Worship
11:30 am		Fellowship
12:00 noon	Calendar Planning Meeting (Large Classroom)
	Thursday August 27
		7:00 pm		Session Meeting (Manse)
	
	

	




Heather’s Summer Office Hours:  Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday
						8:30 am – 12:00 noon
						Monday – Sabbath Day
	springfieldpres.pastor@gmail.com
	Cell 443-280-9712 (texts welcomed, please identify yourself)
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