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February 15, 2026 - 10:30 am


WELCOME VISITORS!

We're glad you are here! Cards at the ends of each pew are for you to fill out and drop in the Offering Plate.  Please let us know you are visiting and join us for refreshments and fellowship following the service. The Sanctuary has an induction loop system to assist the hearing impaired. The system will also work on the telephone setting of hearing aids. 

Springfield Presbyterian Church is rooted in the gospel of Jesus Christ, led by the Holy Spirit, and called to loving relationships through vibrant worship and service. Valuing all people, we are committed to developing disciples and fostering stewardship.

PREPARATION FOR THE WORD
(* those who are able are invited to stand)
PRELUDE       	     

GATHERING OF THE PEOPLE
The Lord be with you!   And also with you!   (Greetings and Announcements)

LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE
Leader:  Whenever we light this candle we proclaim:
People:  Christ is the Light of the world and the center of our lives.

CALL TO WORSHIP	
Leader: On mountaintops, and in valleys,
People: The glory of God surrounds us.
Leader: In whispers and in shouts,
People: The glory of God surrounds us.
Leader: In nature’s v variety and color,
People: The glory of God calls to us.
Leader: In baptism’s claim and communion’s welcome,
All: The glory of God comes home to us.

[bookmark: _Hlk76559008][bookmark: _Hlk32926759]* HYMN		Morning Has Broken		GTG #664

Morning has broken like the first morning;
Blackbird has spoken like the first bird.
Praise for the singing! Praise for the morning!
Praise for them, springing fresh from the Word!

Sweet the rain’s new fall sunlit from heaven,
Like the first dew-fall on the first grass.
Praise for the sweetness of the wet garden,
Sprung in completeness where God’s feet pass.

Mine is the sunlight! Mine is the morning,
Born of the one light Eden saw play!
Praise with elation; praise every morning,
God’s recreation of the new day!

CALL TO CONFESSION
Leader: Sometimes, we wait for God to appear in the spectacular or the dramatic when all the time God is silently offering us grace. In this moment, may we trust that God is waiting for us. God is available to us with forgiveness and grace. Let us pray:

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
God of the mountaintops, the angry noise of the world can numb us to your Word. We watch the news and listen to the radio and we become immune to the ways you are trying to communicate with us. Our faith is placed in those who fail us; our trust is given to those who misplace it.  Forgive us, Revealer of Mystery. You offer mercy to us so that we may hear your call to discipleship. You whisper our names so that we might know how loved we are. When we realize your never-ending love for us, how can we not follow our Savior up to the mountaintop and, then, into the valleys of service?

SILENT PRAYERS OF CONFESSION	

RESPONSE 	Just as I Am, without One Plea		GTG #442 (v. 3)
Just as I am, thou wilt receive, wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve;
Because thy promise I believe, O Lamb of God, I come; I come!

WORDS OF ASSURANCE   
Leader: On mountaintops and in the valleys, in our homes and in our hearts, God knows us better than we know ourselves, and God forgives us when we cannot forgive ourselves.
All: By God’s mercy, we are forgiven. By God’s mercy, we are made whole. By God’s mercy, we are equipped to serve others. Thanks be to God! Amen.

* MUSICAL RESPONSE OF PRAISE		We Praise You, O God    GTG #612 (v. 3)
With voices united our praises we offer and gladly our songs of thanksgiving we raise.
With you, Lord, beside us, your strong arm will guide us. To you, our great Redeemer, forever be praise!

* THE PEACE      The peace of Christ be with you!  And also with you!
	            (You may greet those around you.)

* RESPONSE              Here I Am, Lord		GTG #69
Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? I have heard you calling in the night.
I will go, Lord, if you lead me. I will hold your people in my heart.

THE PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
Your words hold us and challenge us and keep us right. May we hear your truth and may we write it on our hearts and lives. Amen.

FIRST SCRIPTURE LESSON		Psalm 50:1-6		OT page 491
1The mighty one, God the Lord, speaks and summons the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting. 2Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, God shines forth. 
3Our God comes and does not keep silence, before him is a devouring fire, and a mighty tempest all around him. 4He calls to the heavens above and to the earth, that he may judge his people: 5"Gather to me my faithful ones, who made a covenant with me by sacrifice!" 6The heavens declare his righteousness, for God himself is judge.

SECOND SCRIPTURE LESSON	Mark 9:2-9		NT page 41
2Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a high mountain apart, by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 
3and his clothes became dazzling white, such as no one on earth could bleach them. 4And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were talking with Jesus. 5Then Peter said to Jesus, "Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah." 6He did not know what to say, for they were terrified. 7Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, "This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!" 8Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one with them any more, but only Jesus. 9As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what they had seen, until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 


Leader:  Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.
	All:  Thanks be to God.

SERMON		The Perfection of Beauty		By Rev. Christa Burns

THE RESPONSE TO THE WORD

* HYMN		Open My Eyes, That I May See	 	GTG #451

Open my eyes, that I may see glimpses of truth thou hast for me.
Place in my hands the wonderful key that shall unclasp and set me free.
Silently now I wait for thee, read, my God, thy will to see.
Open my eyes, illumine me, Spirit divine!

Open my ears, that I may hear voices of truth thou sendest clear.
And while the wave notes fall on my ear, everything false will disappear.
Silently now I wait for thee, read, my God, thy will to see.
Open my ears, illumine me, Spirit divine!

Open my mouth, and let me bear gladly the warm truth everywhere.
Open my heart, and let me prepare love with thy children thus to share.
Silently now I wait for thee, read, my God, thy will to see.
Open my heart, illumine me, Spirit divine!

PASTORAL PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS
	OFFERTORY
[bookmark: _Hlk152253608]	* SONG OF THANKS	  For the Life That You Have Given   GTG #717
For the life that you have given, for the love in Christ made known,
With these fruits of time and labor, with these gifts that are your own:
Here we offer, Lord, our praises; heart and mind and strength we bring;
Give us grace to love and serve you, living what we pray and sing.
	* PRAYER OF DEDICATION


[bookmark: _Hlk143691578]* HYMN		Come! Live in the Light!		GTG #749

Come! Live in the light! Shine with the joy and the love of the Lord.
We are called to be light for the kingdom, to live in the freedom of the city of God.

Refrain:
We are called to act with justice; we are called to love tenderly;
We are called to serve one another, to walk humbly with God.

Come! Open your heart! Show your mercy to all those in fear!
We are called to be hope for the hopeless so hatred and violence will be no more.  [Refrain]

Sing! Sing a new song! Sing of that great day when all will be one!
God will reign, and we’ll walk with each other as sisters and brothers united in love. [Refrain]
[bookmark: _Hlk117243549]
* CHARGE AND BENEDICTION	

* UNISON AMEN		GTG #601

POSTLUDE

Assisting in Worship:    We appreciate those who serve:

				Today 2/15		Ash Wednesday	Next Week 2/22
Sunday Opener: 	Mark Chaplik		Ron Holmes		Carl Anderson	
Ushers/Greeters:	Sharon Pappas						Leah Halvorson
				Connie Gibbons					Cynthia Smith
Lay Leader:		Tim Oates							Sharon Pappas
Pulpit Supply:		Rev. Christa Burns	Heather Russell	Rev. Angela Tyler-
												Williams
Communion Servers:				Bob Steppling
								Barbara Nickell
								Max Carroll
Fellowship Hosts:	Barbara Nickell						Rebekah Schermer

Sunday February 22, 2026 Lectionary
Genesis 2:15-17, 3:1-7; Psalm 32; Romans 5:12-19; Matthew 4:1-11


Happy Anniversary!	February 20 – Mark and Diane Chaplik

Happy Birthday!		February 18 – Andrea Kwako
					February 20 – Klaus Schermer

Announcements

Welcome!  We welcome Rev. Christa Burns to our pulpit today! Christa is a graduate of Union Theological Seminary in New York with an MDiv. She has served churches in Long Island, Brooklyn, and here in the Baltimore Presbytery. She retired in 2018 after serving Faith Presbyterian Church since 2001 where Ron and Judy Sperling are pillars!  She has four children and seven grandchildren.

Annual Congregational Meeting: Sunday February 22, after church, in person and online. We will receive the 2026 budget, committee reports, and elect three members of the congregation to join Beth Oates and Steve Mazer chosen by Session for the nominating committee to elect elders. Copies of the budget and committee reports will be shared after church in person and online.

Search Team: At the January Session meeting, a new Search Team was elected to move forward to find us a new pastor. Committee on Ministry member, Guy Moody, met with Session to explain our options. Session chose to follow a new path, Transitional Pastor, designed to move quicker and offer more creative possibilities for the way things might work now. The purpose is to ensure that we have essential pastoral leadership and to guide us in determining our mission and style of leadership to achieve that goal.

The Search Team met twice and learned in more detail how this Transitional Pastor position will work for us. It will allow us to call a Bridge Pastor for up to six months while we design interview questions and advertise. The Search Team will review applications and interview candidates for the Transitional Pastor position. Once a candidate is identified, Session will contract with the selected pastor for 1-2 years with options to renew.

At the last meeting, the Search Team finalized a job description that is now being sent to Committee on Ministry (COM). With their continued guidance, the team will move forward with each step. The pool of candidates is not large and if you know anyone who might be interested, let us know. They need to be an ordained minister PC(USA) or from a denomination with whom PC(USA) is in full communion.

If you have any questions, please contact Bob Steppling at bobsteppling@gmail.com

Search Team: Chair Bob Steppling, Tony Caviglia, Sue Holmes, Steve Mazer,  Belle Vasbinder, with Sharon Pappas

Contribution Statements: Contribution statements for the year ending 12/31/25 are available for pickup in the Narthex.

Easter Flowers: Easter comes early this year, so it’s time to start thinking about flower orders! Attached is the order form – orders are due TODAY!

Zoom Link for Worship Services: The Zoom link for church services is on the SPC website, not on the Facebook page. The Bulletin is also available on the website as well.

Congregational Care:  If you know of someone who would benefit from a card or a phone call, please text or call Connie Gibbons at 410-935-3467.

Electronic Giving: Below is a QR code you can scan to make your contribution a new way! The page you get will ask for your name, email and phone
[image: A qr code with black squares

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]number. You can choose from a dropdown menu for selecting where the donation should go: General Fund, Capital Fund, Concert, Memorial. There is a fee for using a credit card, and you will be given the option to pay that fee along with your donation, but you don’t have to include it if you don’t want to.


	




Today:							
	Sunday February 15					
		10:30 am		Worship				
		11:30 am		Fellowship


This Week:
Tuesday February 17
	7:00 pm		CoCaMO Meeting (Manse)
Wednesday February 18 – Ash Wednesday
		7:00 pm		Worship

	

Next Week:
Sunday February 22
10:30 am		Worship
11:30 am		Congregational Meeting (Sanctuary)
12:00 noon	Fellowship
	Wednesday February 25
		6:15 – 7:15 pm		Bell Choir Practice
7:30 – 8:45 pm		Adult Choir Practice

	
	
Office Hours: Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday, 10 am – 3 pm


	2026   Easter Flowers

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	If you would like to order flowers for Easter, please complete
	
	

	the order form below and drop it off at the office or mail this form and
	

	your payment on or before February 15 to the Church Office at:
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Springfield Presbyterian Church, 7314 Spout Hill Road, Sykesville, MD 21784

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Please make your check payable to Springfield Presbyterian Church.
	

	You may pick up your Easter flowers after worship service on April 5.
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Dutch Asiatic (non-fragrant)
	
	
	
	

	Lillies:
	White
	Yellow
	
	#_______
	@15.95 = __________

	(3 stems, multiple blooms)
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Tulips: 
	Yellow
	Red
	Pink
	#_______
	@12.50 = __________

	6" pot
	(please circle preferred color)
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Hyacinths:
	Purple
	Pink
	White
	#_______
	@11.95 = __________

	6" pot
	(please circle preferred color)
	
	
	

	(3 blooms)
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	In Memory of:_______________________________________________________________

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	In Honor of:_________________________________________________________________

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	In Appreciation for:_________________________________________________________

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Name of Donor:_____________________________________________________________

	[image: ]
	



	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	 
	 
	

	
	
	
	
	    I would like my
	

	
	
	
	
	    flower to go to
	

	
	
	
	
	        a shut-in:
	

	
	
	
	
	 
	 
	

	
	
	
	
	YES
	NO
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