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Wisdom from Above

I. Why Can’t I Find This?

If you are scrambling through your Bible right now, trying to 
find the Wisdom of Solomon, I assure you that you can put your Bible down. The Wisdom of Solomon is probably a book you haven’t heard about before, or perhaps it vaguely rings a bell. It’s a book from what we call the Apocrypha, which is Greek for ‘Hidden’ or ‘Secret’. The Apocrypha has twelve books, such as Tobit, Sirach, and Judith. They were originally hidden because these books were just too grant or too sacred for the public to hear, say the religious elites, but then throughout history you find that people question their authenticity, origins, and so on. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]	And it gets tricky, because some of the books you find in this neat package can be incompatible with the Scripture we know and love. Things like, pray for the dead, or giving money for your sins. It gets a bit...iffy. So, is the Apocrypha, is the Wisdom of Solomon really Scripture? Eh, it really depends who you ask. You had some major theologians like Augustine, Ignatius, and Origen refer to them, so that gives it some precedent, but again, they aren’t in our regular Bible. Is it Scripture? Well, that’s a question for the theologians of the ages, and I’m sure many a PhD dissertation has been written about it. But, well, as for me, I’m not too worried. 
	If you’ll join with me, I like to read this extra part of the Bible as a kind of poetic add-on. If you’re keen on history, it’s tied up in Greek Philosophy and 1st Century Jewish nuances. It’s another way of many to understand or express the experience of God through human writers, like you and me.

II. History

In this part of the book, Wisdom is seen acting through
the course of time, the course of history. From kings, and wonders, and signs, and starry flame by night, and through the seas – she’s been around forever. She is also the agent of change – Wisdom is how God acts, Wisdom is the one who goes in and guides, shelters, enters in, and delivers miracles. Wisdom is an inherent part of the Trinity.
	Wisdom, for us, is synonymous with the Holy Spirit.
You would be doing a fair amount of good justice to just replace with words Holy Spirit in the place of Wisdom. This great news, because we often hear about the Holy Spirit in places like Acts, when the new church was begun. Yet, here we have this poetic acknowledgement that she’s been around forever, an equal part of the trinity, serving and acting and moving and guiding. 

III. Wisdom of Solomon

Now, I also have no idea why the Wisdom of Solomon is 
particularly in the lectionary for this Sunday, but I couldn’t pass it up. You’ll note that the word ‘she’ is referred to over and over again, God in feminine form. Wisdom, in Greek, is ‘Sophia’ – and if you know a Sophia you like, it’s probably a good time to butter her up with that good news. Sophia means ‘intelligent, wise, skillful, and clever.’ There’s no getting around this, the Greek points to the feminine – Sophia or Wisdom, is feminine in nature. 
	I think this is a text that can be really refreshing to women. We find that most of the examples we find in Scripture of the faithful are often men. We look at the twelve known disciples, we see the figureheads of Abraham, Moses, Isaiah. If you dig a bit deeper, maybe you’ll think about one of the female judges like Deborah, or perhaps Mary, mother of Jesus, or Mary Magdelene. And then if we look at our earliest theologians, again, people like Ignatius, Augustine, and Origen, it looks like only men were the ones who were able to write about God. Yet, there are women theologians who drift into the background – Catherine of Siena, Hildegaard of Bingen, or Julian of Norwich. These women do not get nearly enough credit – these women helped shape early Christianity, but often they take second place to the more well known names of male theologians.
	It happens today as well, in all different ways, where women are still marginalized in the religious world. Our Presbyterian Church of America folks will not let women preach, one among many denominations who take this view. I find it amongst my colleagues, ones who are trying to get published or move onto bigger pulpits – it can be very difficult still. The climb for women in the church and in the world, both historically and now, as humans of worth, dignity, and prestige, has been long fought.
	And then we come to see, not only in the Wisdom of Solomon, but in Acts as well, we see that the Holy Spirit is feminine. She’s the one getting stuff done. Isn’t that great? As the Women’s March takes place later this month in DC, just continue to remember in your heart that part of God is feminine, and because that’s true, we can identify with God in a different way, not only as Father, but as Mother as well. Our view of God and who God is becomes expanded and offers us new and refreshing ways of seeing our God alive and awake in this world.

IV. What do we do with this information

So, what do we do with this good information? For one, we 
again, expand our way of seeing God in the world, so we pay close attention. Where do you see the Spirit in action? Maybe you want to think about your own history as the writer of the Wisdom of Solomon does – maybe you want to think about what has happened throughout your life and acknowledge where the Holy Spirit was at work. Often, for me, I don’t necessarily see the Spirit working right then and there, right in the moment, but for me, I often see the Holy Spirit in reflection or in hindsight. I have to look back and say, ‘Ah, that’s what she was up to, there.’
	You can journal, write a timeline – do whatever fits your way of exploring your own life – and see where she was moving. Then, give thanks. Give thanks for the ways in which she protected you, she sought you out, and she healed a place that you didn’t know was broken. Give her thanks for the ways in which she has acted in history and now, as the change-agent in all of God’s acts. Thank her for knowing you better than you know yourself, opening and closing doors or maybe holding a door ajar for you to find something better. 
	Today, we give thanks that God is bigger than anyone of us can imagine – that God is male and female and non-gendered. God is everything we need God to be, in ways we cannot encapsulate or express in words. For men, for women, for all – we give thanks for a God beyond gender, a God full of wisdom and might, a God bigger than our human definitions. Amen.
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