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Feed the Bin! 

All 

proceeds 

go to            

ESCAPE  

Ministries 

CrossRoads 
Springfield Presbyterian Church 

PER CAPITA REMINDER 
 

Dear Members:  As the end of 2017 is rapidly approaching, please remember 

to pay your annual Per Capita apportionment of $34.15 for each communi-

cant adult and youth member.  Those with envelopes will find this envelope in 

your box.  Those who do not receive envelopes are reminded to contribute to 

this Presbytery allotment.   
 

Springfield Church is annually apportioned a share of the expenses of the 

Presbytery, the Synod, and the General Assembly for ecclesiastical purposes.  

The apportionment is a regular expense payable by this church at the spring 

meeting of the Presbytery.  So, please help Springfield meet its Per Capita ob-

ligation.  To those who have already made their commitment, the Session is 

very grateful! 

  Fall Worship hours begin on September 10 
Worship at 10:30 am, Fellowship at 11:30 am 
                  Mark your calendars! 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

September 2017 
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Grace and Peace to you, in the name of our Lord, Jesus Christ! 
 

 The end of the summer season often gives many of us mixed feelings – on one 

hand, the summer flowers will soon wither and the leaves will drop, but on the other 

hand, new things are starting up and new adventures of school and programs to 

enrich our life and our faith are gearing up. For the Lord says that to everything there is 

a season (Ecclesiastes 3), so let us warmly welcome September and rejoice at all the 

new opportunities and blessings that the Lord will bring us as we step into a new sea-

son. 

  

 I am excited to see September, for we have many new things taking place here 

at Springfield! We will welcome visitors from Cuba on the 9th of September, where we 

will get to hear their stories and learn and also share our experiences and offer them 

hospitality. We will kick-off Sunday School on the 10th and the following week, we will 

see our youth go to Woodberry Crossing for a retreat and a time for relaxation and 

reflection. On the last Sunday of the month, we have the joy of blessing our beloved 

animals and pets. 

  

 One event that I am very excited about is that the elders will gather for a retreat 

this month where we will reflect, discern, pray, study, and think about the future of this 

church and praise God for all the ways in which the Holy Spirit moves in this place. I 

sense it will be the beginning of further conversations, but it is a time where we can get 

enthusiastic, dream, and envision what we are called to as a church and as a people 

of faith. If you have thoughts that you want shared during this meeting, whether that’s 

ideas for mission, concerns you have, joys that you would like to share, I would highly 

encourage you to reach out to me by e-mail (springfieldpastor@gmail.com) or talk to 

one of our Elders, so your voice can be heard at our first vision meeting. 

  
 My friends, the Spirit is here and alive in this new season here at Springfield, and 

as we strive to be the church of Christ in the world, may you be encouraged and  

inspired by all that is taking place here at our little church on a hill. 

 

  

In Christ, 

Pastor Becca 

mailto:springfieldpastor@gmail.com
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Next Session Meeting:   Thursday, October 12 at 7:00 pm 

 

 

 

 

     From Sharon Pappas - Clerk of Session 

 

 

September 10 is our Welcome-Back-From-Your-Summer 

morning with breakfast at 9:30am and worship moving back to 

10:30.  Red Sea Parting plays, Sunday school starts, and breakfast 

is served. 
 

Pastor Becca now chairs the Spiritual Development Commission at Presbytery. This seems 

a perfect fit for her gifts moving her quickly into knowing our Presbytery’s resources. 

Over our summer months, committee chairs began planning for the year by putting dates 

on the calendar for worship, youth events, and special services. (See the Youth and Music 

pages for those details.) Repairs to the narthex floor are complete.  Remodeling work in 

the Manse bathroom and storage area make that a brighter and safer space.  Cleaning 

out all the old clutter was a big plus. 
 

At our last meeting, a process was put in place for repairs to the buildings, and daycare 

requests for alterations.  We are all members of the Building and Grounds committee as 

we watch for places that might not be safe or need a quick fix.  If you see something, 

leave a message in the office. 
 

Sykesville Middle School pantry is empty.  Our budget has $200 for local food relief which 

will be in the mail for them to help start the year with full shelves.  Anytime you would like 

to donate, just note, ’local food’ on the memo line of your check. 
 

Bob Steppling is our commissioner to the September 14 Gathering of Presbytery at Knox 

Presbyterian Church in Baltimore. 
 

Session Retreat at Shrine of St. Anthony on September 23, 9am-5pm. 
 

  

 

Peace and Global Witness offering, to be received September 24 and 

  October 1, addresses systems of injustice world-wide.  Half of our offering is 

used by Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of 

violence, including our own.  An option for the 25% going to mid-council could be the 

“Freedom Rising” fund for African American males.  The final 25% our church can use to 

promote Christ’s love and peace in our neighborhood.   
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~ Prayers of strength for Joe Hatcher, Kari 

 Anderson’s father, recently diagnosed 

 with throat cancer and undergoing 

 radiation treatment. 

~ Prayers of strength and healing for Sam 

 Warfield, in Transitions for health issues. 

~ Prayers for the Carroll family as they 

 mourn the loss of Max’s brother, Tiffany. 

~ Continued prayers for the Sperling family 

 and Deb Sperling’s mom, Irene 

 Schwarzkopf, in home hospice. 

~ Prayers for the Doyle family on the passing of Tim’s father, Gerald F. Doyle, on 

 August 12. 

~ Prayers of healing for Jeannette Vasbinder, now at Brinton Woods, 1442 Buckhorn 

 Road, Sykesville, Room 101. She would enjoy visitors. 

~ Prayers for all who struggle with mental health issues. 

~ Prayers for all who struggle with addiction/substance abuse. 

~ Prayers for Hope, Living Faith Fellowship, Mt. Hebron and Mt. Paran from our 

 Ministry Group. 
 

~ Sandy, Ed, Michelle and Josh - along with our extended family - would like to thank 

 everyone at Springfield for the many expressions of comfort during Mom’s final 

 illness and passing on July 19. We are overwhelmed at the love and support offered 

 to us; it has made this most difficult time much easier to bear. Your friendship is 

 treasured beyond measure. Sandy & Ed Newsome 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Group This Fall:  
 

Springfield’s Prayer Group will move back to its Fall schedule in 

September. We will still meet on the second and fourth Tues-

days of each month at the Manse at 10:30 am.  September’s 

meeting days are the 12th and the 26th. September 12 is Na-

tional Day of Encouragement, so please join us to share en-

couraging prayers for our friends, community, nation and 

world. For more information, contact Sandy Newsome at 

sandy.newsome814@gmail.com. 
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Headhuggers  
Monday, 9/11 - 7:00 pm (Manse) 
 

Prayer Group 
Tuesday, 9/12 & 9/26 - 10:30 am (Manse) 
 

 

Feed My Sheep Lunches 
Monday, 9/18 - 9:30 am 

(Wesley Freedom) 

  Church Cleaning:` 
 

9/8, 9 or 10 - Martha & Davis Streaker 
 

9/22, 23 or 24 - Ron & Sue Holmes 

Assisting on             
Sundays 

9/3 9/10 9/17 9/24 

Sunday 
Opener 

Ron Holmes Barbara Cornell Ed Newsome Jennifer Wise 

Ushers &  

  Greeters 

Steve & Donna 
Mazer 

Ed & Sandy 
Newsome 

Sharon Pappas & 
Martha Streaker 

Don Vasbinder &  
Charlie Sperling 

Lay Leader     Sharon Pappas Tim Oates Don Vasbinder Diana Steppling 

Sunday 
School 

 

    

Fellowship Barbara Nickell    

  Sunday September 3 
Communion Servers  

    (Traditional) 
 
1. Bob Steppling 
2. Diana Steppling 
3. Mark Kearney 
4. Kay Freas 
5. Ed Newsome 

Fairhaven Communion 
 

Wednesday September 20, 11:00 am 
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From Linda Caviglia - Minister of Music 
 

 

The Adult Choir and Presbytones Bell choir will be back 

into rehearsals this month.  I would like to encourage all 

who are interested to join our choir... no auditions are 

necessary :-)  

 

The bell choir is a little more difficult to just jump into, but 

if you are interested in playing bells, please let me know 

and I will fill you in on what's involved. 

 

 

Practice times for Wednesday September 6 and for most Wednesdays through May:    

    Presbytones - 6:30 - 7:30 pm 

    Adult Choir -  7:45 - 9:00 pm 
 

 

 
General Music and Worship Information 

 

The Worship Committee, in conjunction with the Christian Education Committee, has 

decided to eliminate the once a month "Family Service" which has been meeting on 

the 4th Sunday of the Month at 9:00 am.  We felt that the service was no longer meet-

ing the needs of the congregation.   

 

This year we are going to try something different for a while and see how it goes.  We 

will be incorporating Red Sea Parting (the praise band) as well as other special music in 

our weekly services.  Our adult choir will still be a part of most services, but there will be 

Sundays each month when they will not participate by singing an anthem.  Instead we 

will try having instrumental pieces, or soloists, small groups.  

  

As we try this out, I hope you will let us know how you feel about the changes, as we will 

reevaluate in a few months. 
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Our Next Concert  

October 8, 2017    3:00 PM 

Wiswakarma  -  Classical (strings/keyboard/vocal) 

 

Please join us for this concert as we welcome a local family of musicians to our sanctuary!  

As always, following the concert we will serve refreshments in the fellowship room. 

 

 A native of Indonesia, Bagus Wiswakarma studied violin at the Hochschule fuer 

Musik und Theater Hamburg, Germany (Prof. Winfried Ruessmann). Additional pedagogi-

cal studies include the Amadeus Quartet, Brandis Quartet, Schleswig Holstein Music 

Festival in Europe and Asean Youth Music Workshop. 
 

 Mr. Wiswakarma is a concert soloist and Founder/Director of the Chamber Music 

Series (Jakarta, Indonesia 1999 – 2006). He also served as the Music Director of the Interna-

tional Music School (Jakarta, 2000 – 2006) and Music Director of the Jakarta Philharmonia 

2003 – 2005. Since 2008 he became faculty member, Artistic Director of OPUS Community 

Music School (formerly known as Carroll County String Project) until present day.   Co-

founded, Concertmaster, Artistic Director of Freedom Philharmonic Orchestra (2015). 
 

 Ela Wiswakarma’s professional degrees include Vordiplom-Dirigieren (Conducting) 

and Diplom-Rhythmik, Diplom (Hochschule fuer Musik und Theater Hamburg, Germany) , 

Music Lehrer in (Eurhythmics music teacher) and a Bachelor of Arts (Music Education, St. 

Mary’s College, Maryland ).   She has special experience in the area of Piano Methods 

and is expert in the area of Eurhythmics and Movements. Pamela is and experienced 

teacher in preprimary, primary and secondary school, in areas of music, dance and 

drama. Ms. Wiswakarma has been a private piano instructor in Hamburg, Germany and a 

piano accompanist for concerts and recitals in Europe and America. 

 Ela is faculty member and Administrative Director of OPUS Community Music School, 

teaches in our Eldersburg and New Windsor locations. 
 

 Audrey (b. 1999) has the privilege becoming a member of All 

-State Choir this year. She is the Music Director of Union Bridge 

Church of the Brethren, MD from September 2015 until present day. 

She plays violin and piano, currently a junior a t Francis Scott Key 

High School, MD. 
 

 Aileen (b. 2002) is the First Chair in Cello Section of this year’s 

All - County Orchestra. She is currently studying cello at OPUS Com-

munity Music School under Mr. William Kass. She is an 8th Grader at 

Northwest Middle School , MD. 
 

 Leilani, (b. 2005)  like her older sister is also the first Chair in 

Violin Section (Concertmistress) of this year’s All -County Orchestra.  

She is also studying Viola with Ms. Anna Bross at OPUS Community 

Music School. She is now a sixth grader at Northwest Middle School, 

MD. 
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Sunday School & Youth News 

From Connie Robinson, Sunday School Coordinator 

 

 

ATTENTION!!! ATTENTION!!! 
 

Sunday School will begin on September 10. There will be a kick-off breakfast provided by 

the Youth and then Sunday School will be held during Worship. Mark your calendars! 

 

Mark your calendars for our first Youth Group Trip of the season: 

 
Woodberry Crossing 

Sept. 16-17th 

 

Woodberry crossing is a beautiful farm out in Parkton, Maryland.  Check out their website for 

more details:  www.woodberrycrossing.org 

 

We will be leaving from the church Saturday morning (around 9am) and returning early 

Sunday afternoon (around noon) 

 

This is a free trip with all expenses paid.  

 

This is a great way to earn some service hours and have fun.  Last year, for those who could-

n't make it, we helped some baby bunnies get used to being handled - a lot!! 

The year before that is was baby chickens - Who knows what baby animals they will have 

this year that need our help! 

 

Please pass this message on to your friends - all are welcome and encouraged to come !! 

(We just need to know before we go who is coming so we can get parents' permission) 

 

More details will be coming as we get closer to the trip. 

 

Don't hesitate to call if you have any questions:  Charlie or Deb Sperling (410-549-3718) 

 

 
C.I.A. (Community In Action) 
 

C.I.A.  is a group open to all religious and non-religious people as a means of providing the 

community with acts of kindness. We will be doing different activities throughout the school 

year to help people in our community who are in need. Our first meetings will be September 

11 and September 18 from 4:30 to 6:00 pm. After September, meetings will be on the first 

and third Mondays of each month. Please join us as we help our community in various ways. 

 

 

http://www.woodberrycrossing.org
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An interesting community project note: 

Guns to Life-Giving Water Pumps---Decatur, Georgia 
 

Guns donated from the community were taken to a local 

artistic blacksmith, who forged working rope pumps with metal 

from the guns, then donated to villages in Malawi., where 

thousands lack access to safe drinking water.   

Pastor’s Report (abbreviated) 

September 2017 

 

 This summer has been an active summer in the pastorate, so I may not be able to 

touch upon all that has occurred, but I will do my best to highlight some of the most im-

portant actions that have taken place: 

This year we led Vacation Bible School from 19-22 June with the theme of “Mighty 

Fortress” The attendees were lower than last year, but our helpers and leaders were pre-

sent and active. Some considerations for next year may be to look at timing (both the 

week in the summer we do VBS as well as the time of day we host it).  

During my time at Springfield, I have noticed that our youth program and youth 

participation at worship is lacking. I have had the opportunity to spend time with the 

youth and am working on a few different strategies for further inclusion.  

Our AED machine has been installed in the church and six members and myself 

are now fully CPR/AED trained, in case of emergency. 

I have been active in Presbytery on the Spiritual Leadership Development Com-

mission and I have been nominated and accepted as the chair of this Commission. This 

means I will work closely with the Presbytery in the next two years, which will hopefully 

further our bonds with Baltimore Presbytery and local churches. 

I have scheduled two continuing education events that are upcoming. I will be 

attending the ‘Community Organization and Congregational Leadership’ week and will 

be certified at the end of the week by Johnson C. Smith Seminary as a Community Or-

ganizer. I will also participate in the Homiletical Feast at the end of January 2018, where 

I will present two papers on two Scriptural texts. 

I have been preparing for our Elders Retreat, which will take place on September 

23, 2017 at the Shrine of St. Anthony.  

While there is much more that I could share, I hope that this document provides 

some beginning insights into what has been happening at Springfield this summer in the 

pastorate. If you have follow-up questions or would like information on something I may 

have overlooked, please feel free to reach out in person or by e-mail. 

         

        Faithfully Submitted, 

             Pastor Becca Crate 

On Wednesday, September 20, Catonsville Presbyterian Church hosts Robert P. Jones, 

author of the The End of White Christian America, at 7:00 pm.  The event is sponsored 

by West Side Story Ministry Group.  If you would like to attend, let Pastor Becca or 

Sharon know. 
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M
is

si
on

s Pictures from our Mission trip 

organized through The Center 

by Linda Black to assist with 

the feeding program at 

Harundale Presbyterian 

Church in Glen Burnie.  

Pictured are Linda Black, 

Linda Caviglia, Bob Steppling 

and Ron Holmes 

Presbytery Disaster Assistance  

For those who wish to support PDA's 

emergency response and recovery 

efforts for Hurricane Harvey, gifts 

can be mailed to the Presbytery of 

Baltimore and designated 

DR000169-Harvey. You may also text 

"PDA" to 20222 to give $10, or call 

the Presbytery at 1-800-872-3283 to 

donate by phone. 

HEAD HUGGER'S MISSION 
 

The Head Huggers group, Pastor Becca, Kathy Russ, Amy Vasbinder, Sharon Pappas, 

Linda Black, Judy Rhoades, Julie Ballard, Margaret Carroll, & Kay Freas, have been 

busy creating the following:  5 Capes & 9 Prayer Shawls delivered to Dove House, and 

Shepherd's Staff received 19 hats.  All were blessed by Rev. Becca.  The group meets 

once a month on the second Monday of each month in the Manse.  Come join us!!  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001mwc7s0hP-QTrTLu_sYHlPqdyhH54nhHLghdohEvoGF1LHHyu2VH7Uzf0CyeEIAHl0zAVJAQYjgQpx8O_v2XxUo1TZcRRQeo0KV233qIb2Eq89Wo-4v5puwWLYGZCI65r8KKuCJa8vOx5k6imHF0-BrS9026WWXbP9eYk8Uri4t1Qo7EJhFT_nxCukLmRo8O_jB2KxynIndBSVuQ2VRIa0Q==&c=O0Z6d37Ck
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September 3 

  Exodus 3:1-15; Psalm 105:1-6, 23-26, 

45b; Romans 12:9-21; Matthew 16:21-

28 

September 10 

  Exodus 12:1-14; Psalm 149; Romans 

13:8-14; Matthew 18:15-20 

September 17 

  Exodus 14:19-31; Psalm 114 or Exo-

dus 15:1b-11, 20-21; Romans 14:1-12; 

Matthew 18:21-35 

September 24 

  Exodus 16:2-15:10; Psalm 105:1-6,  

37-45; Philippians 1:21-30; Matthew 

20:1-16 

 

 8 Alexander Brant 

 9 Rachel Spicer 

11 Spencer McClung 

11 Blake Stewart 

13 Mark Kearney  

14 Linda Caviglia 

25 Julie Ballard 

 1 Charlie & Deb Sperling 
 5 Stephanie & John Bunting 
 7 Max & Margaret Carroll 
 7 Becky & Mike Spicer 
 9 Larry & Heather Grimsley 
12 Jim & Jennifer Wise 

CrossRoads 
Springfield Presbyterian Church (USA) 
7300 Spout Hill Road, Sykesville, MD  21784 

(410) 795-6152 

Website/email:  

www.springfield-church.org 

spc.office@verizon.net 
 

Worship Hours  

10:30 am Worship (starting 9/10)  

11:30 am Fellowship  

Pastor: Rev. Becca Crate 

springfieldpastor@gmail.com 

Clerk of Session:  Sharon Pappas 

Minister of Music:   Linda Caviglia  

Accompanist: Aaron Thacker 

Organist: Jennifer Wise 

Sunday School:  Connie Robinson 

Youth Group:  Charles & Deb Sperling 

Administrative Assistant:  Donna Mazer 

October CrossRoads Newsletter Deadline: September 17 

Anyone can send an article, photo, or calendar 
information to be printed in the newsletter. Email the 

information before the deadline to:    spc.office@verizon.net 
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Springfield Presbyterian Church 

7300 Spout Hill Road 

Sykesville, MD  21784 

CrossRoads 
September 2017 News 

Springfield                

Presbyterian Church  

 Our vision for the ministry is to be an open,  

flourishing, multigenerational congregation, where all can worship, 

study, and act to discern God’s plan for us and our community. 

Valuing all people, we are committed to developing disciples and 

fostering stewardship.   


