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June 25, 2023 - 10:30 am

WELCOME VISITORS!

We're glad you are here! Cards at the ends of each pew are for you to fill out and drop in the Offering Plate.  Please let us know you are visiting and join us for refreshments and fellowship following the service. The Sanctuary has an induction loop system to assist the hearing impaired. The system will also work on the telephone setting of hearing aids. 

Springfield Presbyterian Church is rooted in the gospel of Jesus Christ, led by the Holy Spirit, and called to loving relationships through vibrant worship and service. Valuing all people, we are committed to developing disciples and fostering stewardship.

PREPARATION FOR THE WORD
(* those who are able are invited to stand)
PRELUDE	

GATHERING OF THE PEOPLE
The Lord be with you!   And also with you!
(Greetings and Announcements)

LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE
Leader:  Whenever we light this candle we proclaim:
People:  Christ is the Light of the world and the center of our lives.

CALL TO WORSHIP	
Leader: In worship,
People: May we be as welcoming as Sarah and Abraham, who were quick to serve the stranger.
Leader: In faith,
People: May we proclaim that nothing is too big for God.
Leader: In moments of holy surprise,
People: May we laugh with deep, abiding joy.
Leader: For God is in the holy surprise.
People: God is in the winding path.
Leader: And God is in our presence today.
ALL: Let us worship God.

[bookmark: _Hlk76559008]*HYMN		I Sing the Mighty Power of God			GTG #32

I sing the mighty power of God that made the mountains rise,
That spread the flowing seas abroad and built the lofty skies.
I sing the wisdom that ordained the sun to rule the day.
The moon shines full at God's command, and all the stars obey.



I sing the goodness of the Lord who filled the earth with food.
God formed the creatures through the Word, and then pronounced them good.
Lord, how thy wonders are displayed, where'er I turn my eye,
If I survey the ground I tread, or gaze upon the sky!

There's not a plant or flower below but makes thy glories known.
And clouds arise, and tempests blow, by order from thy throne,
While all that borrows life from thee is ever in thy care,
And everywhere that we can be, thou, God, art present there.

CALL TO CONFESSION	
Leader: As we begin our series, Unraveled, we are given the invitation to see the places in which God moves among us. God unravels us, God also mends us in, and once we start to be participants, rather than observers, to that good work, we can be a part of a larger sacred story. As we confess today, let us be ever mindful of the ways that God is weaving our lives together. Let us pray.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
God of unexpected joy and answered prayers, we confess that sometimes things feel too good to be true, while at other times we wonder if you hear us at all. When life unravels for the worst – we are tempted to blame you. But when life unravels for the best, filling our days with holy surprises – we tend to praise ourselves, thinking we’ve earned this unexpected joy. Forgive us. Help us to see you in our midst. And with every breath that turns into a laugh, draw us closer to you. Amen.

SILENT PRAYERS OF CONFESSION	


RESPONSE 	 Create in Me a Clean Heart		Tune #422
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from me.	 Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and uphold me with your free Spirit. Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew the right spirit within me.

[bookmark: _Hlk94091502]WORDS OF ASSURANCE  
Leader: When we come to God in a spirit of sincerity and authenticity and admit our sin, God is quick to forgive.
People: Thanks be to God who gathers our unraveled pieces and hems us in again. Alleluia and amen.

* MUSICAL RESPONSE OF PRAISE  Great Is Thy Faithfulness  (v. 3)
Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide, strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow: blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! 

* THE PEACE      The peace of Christ be with you!  And also with you!
			(You may greet those around you.)

* RESPONSE                        Here I Am, Lord    
	Here I am, Lord, Is it I, Lord? I have heard you calling in the night.
	I will go, Lord, if you lead me. I will hold your people in my heart.

THE PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION
God of unending surprises, this life is a tapestry of moments woven together, and we long to be weavers of love. Together we gather and pray that you would unravel our bias. Unravel our assumptions. Unravel whatever it is that keeps us from you. And as you do, clear space in our hearts for your Word. We are listening. We are praying. Amen.

FIRST SCRIPTURE LESSON	Genesis 18:1-15
The Lord appeared to Abraham by the oaks of Mamre, as he sat at the entrance of his tent in the heat of the day. 2He looked up and saw three men standing near him. When he saw them, he ran from the tent entrance to meet them, and bowed down to the ground. 3He said, ‘My lord, if I find favor with you, do not pass by your servant. 4Let a little water be brought, and wash your feet, and rest yourselves under the tree. 5Let me bring a little bread, that you may refresh yourselves, and after that you may pass on—since you have come to your servant.’ So they said, ‘Do as you have said.’ 6And Abraham hastened into the tent to Sarah, and said, ‘Make ready quickly three measures of choice flour, knead it, and make cakes.’ 7Abraham ran to the herd, and took a calf, tender and good, and gave it to the servant, who hastened to prepare it. 8Then he took curds and milk and the calf that he had prepared, and set it before them; and he stood by them under the tree while they ate. 
9 They said to him, ‘Where is your wife Sarah?’ And he said, ‘There, in the tent.’ 10Then one said, ‘I will surely return to you in due season, and your wife Sarah shall have a son.’ And Sarah was listening at the tent entrance behind him. 11Now Abraham and Sarah were old, advanced in age; it had ceased to be with Sarah after the manner of women. 12So Sarah laughed to herself, saying, ‘After I have grown old, and my husband is old, shall I have pleasure?’ 13The Lord said to Abraham, ‘Why did Sarah laugh, and say, “Shall I indeed bear a child, now that I am old?” 14Is anything too wonderful for the Lord? At the set time I will return to you, in due season, and Sarah shall have a son.’ 15But Sarah denied, saying, ‘I did not laugh’; for she was afraid. He said, ‘Oh yes, you did laugh.’ 

SECOND SCRIPTURE LESSON		Genesis 21:1-7
The Lord dealt with Sarah as he had said, and the Lord did for Sarah as he had promised. 2Sarah conceived and bore Abraham a son in his old 
age, at the time of which God had spoken to him. 3Abraham gave the name Isaac to his son whom Sarah bore him. 4And Abraham circumcised his son Isaac when he was eight days old, as God had commanded him. 5Abraham was a hundred years old when his son Isaac was born to him. 6Now Sarah said, ‘God has brought laughter for me; everyone who hears will laugh with me.’ 7And she said, ‘Who would ever have said to Abraham that Sarah would nurse children? Yet I have borne him a son in his old age.’

Leader:  Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.
	All:  Thanks be to God.

SERMON  		Sarah Laughed				Rev. Becca Price

THE RESPONSE TO THE WORD

*HYMN	God It Was Who Said to Abraham	(see last page)

PASTORAL PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS
OFFERTORY	
[bookmark: _Hlk115176153][bookmark: _Hlk118281040][bookmark: _Hlk124326256]* SONG OF THANKS	Let All Things Now Living  (v. 1)  Tune #37
Let all things now living a song of thanksgiving to God our Creator triumphantly raise; who fashioned and made us, protected and stayed us, by guiding us on to the end of our days. God’s banners are o’er us; pure light goes before us, a pillar of fire shining forth in the night: till shadows have vanished, all fearfulness banished, as forward we travel from light into light.
* PRAYER OF DEDICATION

* HYMN		All Things Bright and Beautiful			GTG #20

Refrain:
All things bright and beautiful, all creatures great and small,
All things wise and wonderful, the Lord God made them all.

Each little flower that opens, each little bird that sings,
God made their glowing colors; God made their tiny wings. [Refrain]

The purple-headed mountain, the river running by,
The sunset, and the morning that brightens up the sky: [Refrain]

The cold wind in the winter, the pleasant summer sun,
The ripe fruits in the garden, God made them every one. [Refrain]

God gave us eyes to see them, and lips that we might tell
How great is God Almighty, who has made all things well. [Refrain]

* CHARGE AND BENEDICTION
Leader: We go from this place, 
People: With the joy of Sarah who laughed.
Leader: To serve the world as it unfolds,
People: To be stewards of all that unravels.
Leader: And be a joyful people led by the Spirit,
People: Sewing together a beautiful tapestry of God’s love for this world. Amen.

* UNISON AMEN

POSTLUDE		
	


Sunday July 2, 2023 Lectionary
[bookmark: _Hlk135992710]Genesis 22:1-14; Psalm 13; Romans 6:12-23; Matthew 10:40-42
Assisting in Worship:    	We appreciate those who serve:

					Today 6/25			Next Week 7/2
Sunday Opener:		Bob Rogers			Barbara Cornell
Ushers/Greeters:		Tim Oates			Ron Holmes
					Sharon Pappas		Need Volunteer
Lay Leader:			Max Carroll			Tim Oates


Happy Birthday!		June 25	Stephanie Schroeder
					June 28	Margaret Carroll
					June 29	Hubert Hoehn
					June 30	Diana Steppling

Happy Anniversary!	June 27	Barbara & Peter Cornell
					June 29	Linda & Larry Black
					June 30	Davis & Martha Streaker



Announcements


Springfield Membership: Are you interested in finding out more about our faith community and becoming a member? We would love to answer any questions you have. Please contact Pastor Becca at springfieldpastor@gmail.com for more information.

Congregational Care / Mission & Outreach (CoCaMO): Do you know of a member or friend of our church family who is ill, needs prayers, would like call, a visit or a card, or might benefit from meal train?  If so, please contact the Church Office (410-795-6152), Cathy Marsh (410-549-6916) or Diana Steppling (862-266-2242).


Pastor-Parish Committee: The Pastor-Parish Committee invites you to share your concerns, suggestions, and gratitude. We have a form in the Narthex and a lock-box that we will open weekly and we ask that you share your name and be specific. We look forward to reading your comments so that we can continue to grow into the body of Christ.

Blessing Bags and Comfort Bags are in the Narthex. Please feel free to pick up a few. Handing one out to someone in need gives you a very real way to meet their immediate needs by providing them with some basic supplies and a little bit of comfort. 

Prayers and Thanksgivings

~	Continued prayers of comfort for Cynthia Smith (recovering from hand surgery).
~	Continued prayers of comfort for Julie Ballard (recovering from hand surgery).
	
Today:
	Sunday June 25
		10:30 am	Worship
		11:30 am	Fellowship

Looking Ahead:
	Sunday July 2
		10:30 am	Worship
		11:30 am	Fellowship
	Monday July 3
		7:00 pm		HeadHuggers?





		

Springfield Presbyterian Church
 
10:30 am Worship
11:30 am Fellowship 
Website:  www.springfield-church.org Church Office:  410-795-6152
Like us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/SpringfieldPresbyterianChurch
Pastor: Rev. Becca Price
Email: springfieldpastor@gmail.com
Clerk of Session: Sharon Pappas 
Minister of Music: Vacant
Accompanist/Organist: Aaron Thacker
Youth Group Coordinator: Dylan Vasbinder
Administrative Assistant:  Donna Mazer e-mail: spc.office@verizon.net
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