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January 4, 2026 - 10:30 am


WELCOME VISITORS!

We're glad you are here! Cards at the ends of each pew are for you to fill out and drop in the Offering Plate.  Please let us know you are visiting and join us for refreshments and fellowship following the service. The Sanctuary has an induction loop system to assist the hearing impaired. The system will also work on the telephone setting of hearing aids. 

Springfield Presbyterian Church is rooted in the gospel of Jesus Christ, led by the Holy Spirit, and called to loving relationships through vibrant worship and service. Valuing all people, we are committed to developing disciples and fostering stewardship.

PREPARATION FOR THE WORD
(* those who are able are invited to stand)
PRELUDE       	     

GATHERING OF THE PEOPLE
The Lord be with you!   And also with you!   (Greetings and Announcements)

LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE
Leader:  Whenever we light this candle we proclaim:
People:  Christ is the Light of the world and the center of our lives.

CALL TO WORSHIP		
Leader: Arise, shine; for your light has come!
People: The glory of God has risen upon us.
Leader: Tell the good news throughout the earth;
People: The saving grace of Jesus Christ is for all.
Leader: Come and adore the Savior of the nations.
People: We offer the gifts of our lives to the Lord.

[bookmark: _Hlk76559008][bookmark: _Hlk32926759]* HYMN		We Three Kings of Orient Are		GTG #151

We three kings of Orient are; bearing gifts we traverse afar,
Field and fountain, moor and mountain, following yonder star.

Refrain:
O star of wonder, star of night, star with royal beauty bright,
Westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light!

Born a King on Bethlehem’s plain, gold I bring to crown him again,
King forever, ceasing never over us all to reign. [Refrain]

Frankincense to offer have I; incense owns a deity nigh;
Prayer and praising gladly raising, worshiping God Most High. [Refrain]

Myrrh is mine; its bitter perfume breathes a life of gathering gloom;
Sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying, sealed in the stone-cold tomb. [Refrain]

Glorious now behold him arise, King and God and Sacrifice:
Alleluia! Alleluia! sounds through the earth and skies. [Refrain]

CALL TO CONFESSION
Leader: We are called, just as the wise men were, to follow the light of God’s presence; to draw near to the Savior, and to worship him as they did. Yet we know that we have often fallen short or neglected to do this. And so we come to confession.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
God of grace and truth, in Jesus Christ you came among us as light shining in the darkness. We confess that we have not welcomed the light, or trusted the news to be good. We have closed our eyes to glory in our midst, expecting little and hoping for less. Forgive our doubt and renew our hope, so that we may receive the fulness of your grace, and live in the truth of Christ the Lord.

SILENT PRAYERS OF CONFESSION	

RESPONSE 	On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry	GTG #96 (v. 2)
Then cleansed be every life from sin; make straight the way for God within,
And let us all our hearts prepare for Christ to come and enter there.

WORDS OF ASSURANCE   
Leader: Hear the promise of the Lord: See, your salvation has come! You are a holy people, redeemed by God; sought out and not forsaken.

* MUSICAL RESPONSE OF PRAISE		Glory to God  GTG #583
Gloria, gloria, in excelsis Deo! Gloria, gloria, alleluia, alleluia!

* THE PEACE      The peace of Christ be with you!  And also with you!
	            (You may greet those around you.)

* RESPONSE              Here I Am, Lord		GTG #69
Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? I have heard you calling in the night.
I will go, Lord, if you lead me. I will hold your people in my heart.


THE PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
Gracious God, by the gift of your Holy Spirit, show us the Word made flesh - good news of great joy for all - so that we may sing with the angels: glory to God in the highest and peace on earth; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

FIRST SCRIPTURE LESSON		Ephesians 1:3-14		NT page 180
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4 just as he chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before him in love. 5 He destined us for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will, 6 to the praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. 7 In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace 8 that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and insight 9 he has made known to us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ, 10 as a plan for the fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth. 11 In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having been destined according to the purpose of him who accomplishes all things according to his counsel and will, 12 so that we, who were the first to set our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of his glory. 13 In him you also, when you had heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had believed in him, were marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit; 14 this is the pledge of our inheritance toward redemption as God’s own people, to the praise of his glory.

SECOND SCRIPTURE LESSON	John 1:10-18		NT page 86
10 He was in the world, and the world came into being through him, yet the world did not know him. 11 He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. 12 But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, 13 who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 15 (John testified to him and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.’ ”) 16 From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 17 The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 
18 No one has ever seen God. It is the only Son, himself God, who is close to the Father’s heart, who has made him known.

Leader:  Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.
	All:  Thanks be to God.

SERMON		Epiphany?			By Kathy Welsh Smith

THE RESPONSE TO THE WORD

* HYMN	   	Come, Thou Almighty King		GTG #2

Come, thou almighty King, help us thy name to sing;
Help us to praise: Father, all glorious, o'er all victorious,
Come, and reign over us, Ancient of Days.

Come, thou incarnate Word, merciful, mighty Lord,
Our prayer attend. Come, and thy people bless, 
And give thy word success; Spirit of holiness, on us descend.

Come, holy Comforter, thy sacred witness bear in this glad hour.
Thou who almighty art, now rule in every heart,
And ne'er from us depart, Spirit of power.

To thee, great One in Three, eternal praises be, hence evermore!
Thy sovereign majesty may we in glory see,
And to eternity love and adore.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
[bookmark: _Hlk135388804][bookmark: _Hlk100742630]
PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS
	OFFERTORY	Gifts of the Magi
[bookmark: _Hlk152253608]	* SONG OF THANKS	  As with Gladness Men of Old   GTG #150 (v. 3)
As they offered gifts most rare at thy manger, rude and bare,
So may we with holy joy, pure and free from sin’s alloy,
All our costliest treasures bring, Christ, to thee, our heavenly king.
	
	* PRAYER OF DEDICATION

[bookmark: _Hlk143691578]* HYMN		Jesus Shall Reign Where’er the Sun		GTG #265

Jesus shall reign where'er the sun does its successive journeys run;
His kingdom stretch from shore to shore, till moons shall wax and wane no more.

To him shall endless prayer be made, and praises throng to crown his head;
His name, like sweet perfume, shall rise with every morning sacrifice.

People and realms of every tongue dwell on his love with sweetest song,
And infant voices shall proclaim their early blessings on his name.

Blessings abound where'er he reigns: the prisoners leap to loose their chains;
The weary find eternal rest, and all who suffer want are blest.

Let every creature rise and bring honors peculiar to our King;
Angels descend with songs again, and earth repeat the loud Amen!

* CHARGE AND BENEDICTION	
Arise, shine, for your light has come! Jesus is present and reigning among us!
Go from here watching for Epiphanies, small and large, and bear witness to the Word made flesh.

* UNISON AMEN		GTG #601

POSTLUDE		







Sunday January 11, 2026 Lectionary
Isaiah 42:1-9; Psalm 29; Acts 10:34-43; Matthew 3:13-17
Assisting in Worship:    We appreciate those who serve:
									
				Today 1/4			Next Week 1/11	
Sunday Opener: 	Ron Holmes			Barbara Cornell
Ushers/Greeters:	Connie Gibbons		Steve & Donna Mazer
Leah Halvorson
Lay Leader:		Barbara Cornell		Max Carroll
Pulpit Supply:		Kathy Welsh Smith		Rev. Richard Thompson
Fellowship Hosts:	
Offering Count:	Andrea Kwako			 Andrea Kwako & Sharon Pappas

Happy Anniversary!	January 6 – Tim and Beth Oates

Happy Birthday!		January 5 – Carl Anderson



Announcements

Welcome!  We welcome Kathy Welsh Smith to our pulpit again today! After a long career in collegiate campus ministry, Kathy made the leap to working in the church in 2017. She most recently served as the Director of Discipleship at Central Presbyterian. Kathy is now a Candidate for Minister of Word and Sacrament and a recent graduate of United Seminary, Twin Cities. She is married to Rob, who works at Loyola University, and together they are the parents of two adult children and the grandparents of the 3 (objectively!) cutest grandsons in the world.

Welcome also to Elizabeth Vecchione, our substitute accompanist again today! Elizabeth is a professional pianist with her masters in accompanying from the Manhattan School of Music. She is also a songwriter, having written many songs for worship. Her Scripture Songs albums are available on all streaming platforms. As an author, she has several devotionals available on Amazon including her most recent, “Greater is He.” She lives in Baltimore County with her husband, Michael.

Zoom Link for Worship Services: The Zoom link for church services is on the SPC website, not on the Facebook page. The Bulletin is also available on the website as well.

Congregational Care:  If you know of someone who would benefit from a card or a phone call, please text or call Connie Gibbons at 410-935-3467.

Electronic Giving: Below is a QR code you can scan to make your contribution a new way! The page you get will ask for your name, email and phone
number[image: A qr code with black squares

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]. You can choose from a dropdown menu for selecting where the donation should go: General Fund, Capital Fund, Concert, Memorial. There is a fee for using a credit card, and you will be given the option to pay that fee along with your donation, but you don’t have to include it if you don’t want to.


	

Today:							
	Sunday January 4					
		10:30 am		Worship				
		11:30 am		Fellowship
12:00 noon	Calendar Planning Meeting (Large Classroom)

This Week:
	Wednesday January 7
		6:15 – 7:15 pm		Bell Choir Practice
7:30 – 8:45 pm		Adult Choir Practice

Next Week:
Sunday January 11
10:30 am		Worship
11:30 am		Fellowship
	Wednesday January 14
		6:15 – 7:15 pm		Bell Choir Practice
7:30 – 8:45 pm		Adult Choir Practice

	
	
Office Hours: Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday, 10 am – 3 pm






Springfield Presbyterian Church
 10:30 am Worship (and Sunday School 1st & 3rd Sundays)
11:30 am Fellowship 
Website:  www.springfield-church.org Church Office:  410-795-6152
Like us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/SpringfieldPresbyterianChurch
Pastor: Vacant
Email: spc.office@verizon.net
Clerk of Session: Sharon Pappas 
Minister of Music/Accompanist: Aaron Thacker 
Bell Choir Director: Vacant
Youth Group Coordinator: Dylan Vasbinder
Administrative Assistant: Donna Mazer  Email: spc.office@verizon.net
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