AUGUST 19TH– 9:30AM
SPRINGFIELD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

TIMELY WISDOM

I. Urgency

	There is a certain level of urgency in which Paul writes to the people of Ephesus. We’ve been going through this letter over the past few weeks and we’ve seen Paul lay the groundwork of faith – from matters of unity, to emulating God, to building up the Kingdom and building one another up. In his letter, he has come alongside the people to try and help this infant church to become wise, more thoughtful, and more discerning as they grow into the people God is calling them to be. And now, we are at the very end of Paul’s letter, the last chapter, where Paul is more or less saying, “I’ve taught you what I know, now you need to go and do it.” 
	There’s a distinct urgency in Paul’s last words to the Ephesians and there’s two mainline scholarly interpretations – the first is a bit more popular, saying that Paul is writing in an apocalyptic sense, that the world is ending and the Kingdom is coming now, so do not be weary and get right with God. And while that’s a fair interpretation of the Word, one could also interpret Paul’s command to be vigilant now because there is evil in this place, in this time, and there are things that they are called to do in this particular space and time of history.
	While the apocalyptic version is probably, in Paul’s context, more what he was aiming for - let’s entertain the second interpretation for a moment. Paul wants them to make the most of their time here on earth because the days are evil. 

II. The Evil Days

	Now, I don’t know about you, but when I hear the word ‘evil’ – my face cringes a bit. I can feel this hesitancy in my body. And I think that comes from a few places – when I think of ‘evil’ – it’s such a strong word that I think of fiery brimstone and damnation and all sorts of threatening ‘Get right with God NOW.’ It’s very...strong. And then I pushed back against my interpretations of the word ‘evil’ and looked it up in the dictionary. Evil is the absence of good, it is sin, it is wickedness, it is not right. 
	And then I had to come face to face that, just alongside the Ephesians, we are living in days with an absence of good, or evil days. Just this week, news broke out that in Pennsylvania, there were 1,000 cases of identifiable clergy abuse in the Catholic Church. Despite the fact that things are moving along, there’s still folks in Puerto Rico who are without power, eleven months have Hurricane Maria. Every time I pass West Friendship Fire House on 32 South, you see the updated numbers of how many people have OD’d or died from opioids. We’re living in a time of self-medicating, stigmatization, discrimination, and trauma. Like it or not, we are, by definition, living in ‘evil’ times.
	And, sadly, this isn’t brand new news – it isn’t necessarily that the evil or the sin has gotten worse in these last few years – there’s always been something. Whether it’s been the right for women to vote, the fight to free slaves, the injustice of discrimination in many different forms – there’s always been evil, or a lack or absence of good. There’s always something to be working towards, and for us, as Christians, it is working and using our time wisely to strive towards seeing more of the good and the reduction of evil in our lives, in our community, and beyond.

III. Negative Nancy

	And perhaps you’re sitting here in the pews thinking, ‘Thanks, Pastor Becca, for really bumming me out this morning.’ But, here’s the key – you can’t recognize the good in the world, if you don’t see the bad too. Your appreciation for what is bright and beautiful partially comes from seeing what is dim and diminished. And so, for us to be wise, for us to get anywhere in this world, we have to name the things that are wrong, that are sinful, that are evil. And yes, we do need to name alongside them the things that are wonderful, and gifts from God, and blessings from above. To live a whole life, to live a wise life – recognizing the good and the evil is key.
	So, in holding those two in place, the good and evil, where do we go from here?

IV. Use Your Time Wisely

	Paul encourages the Ephesians to use their time wisely. Now, let me reassure some of you out there – I think you could read this as a call to completely abstain from drinking alcohol. But, I don’t think that’s the interpretation. For goodness sakes, Jesus’ first miracle was turning water into wine, so I don’t believe you have to put down your wine glasses yet. I think Paul is moreso trying to convey to not get drunk all the time, to not be so lost in the world and self-medicate and numb that you miss out on doing what is good and right in this world. Someone once said, “Life is not a dress rehearsal.” This is it. We don’t get a redo. So, use the gifts you have in the here and now to further the Kingdom of God.
	So, how do we use our time wisely? Do we, for lack of a better phrase, live in an ADHD culture and go running full steam until we can’t stop and fall on the ground, exhausting ourselves to get every little thing right? No. Do we live in a hobbit hole for the rest of our lives contemplating God and the world around us? No. And it’s not necessarily because either polarity is bad, but rather, because wisdom is found in the balance. Wisdom is knowing when to stop and contemplate and wisdom is knowing when to move and act. 

V. What the Church is called to?

	Within this upcoming week, I challenge you to think about wisdom in two regards: how, in your own life, are you wise and secondly, how are we as a church making wise decisions.
	In our lives, are we taking the time to pray, to contemplate, to recognize the good and the bad of this world, and be moved to action? If we are, what is our motivation, and if we aren’t, what’s going on within us that we feel unable to live wisely? Where, in the evil places of this life and world, are we using our wisdom to counter-balance and seek the good? In sum, are we being wise?
	And in our life together, as a church and as a family of Christ, are we acting wisely? Paul calls the Ephesians to sing songs and hymns and spirituals and give thanks to God. I believe we do this in our corporate worship together. Yet, outside of this hour, outside of this sanctuary, are we taking the wisdom of this hour out into our lives together? What is our purpose as a church? Do we have our priorities in order? Are we acting wisely?
[bookmark: _GoBack]	These are some big questions, but, as Paul would caution, it is the right time to begin to ask these questions. There is an urgency, not a fearful one, but an urgency that says we are called to live into being the Kingdom in the here and now. Within yourself, during fellowship, I encourage you to ask yourselves and ask one another these questions, so that in wisdom, individually and corporately, we are living the wise life that our God calls us to, in this time and place. Amen.   
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