Springfield Presbyterian Church (USA)
7300 Spout Hill Road, Sykesville, MD 21784    410-795-6152
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October 25, 2026 - 10:30 am


WELCOME VISITORS!

We're glad you are here! Cards at the ends of each pew are for you to fill out and drop in the Offering Plate. Please let us know you are visiting and join us for refreshments and fellowship following the service. The Sanctuary has an induction loop system to assist the hearing impaired. The system will also work on the telephone setting of hearing aids. 

Springfield Presbyterian Church is rooted in the gospel of Jesus Christ, led by the Holy Spirit, and called to loving relationships through vibrant worship and service. Valuing all people, we are committed to developing disciples and fostering stewardship.


PREPARATION FOR THE WORD
(* those who are able are invited to stand)

PRELUDE		     

PASTOR’S WELCOME

ANNOUNCEMENTS

GATHERING OF THE PEOPLE
The Lord be with you!   And also with you!

LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE
Leader:  Whenever we light this candle we proclaim:
People:  Christ is the Light of the world and the center of our lives.

CALL TO WORSHIP	  
Leader:	People of God, which commandment is greatest?
All: 		Love! 
Leader:	Love the Lord your God.
All: 		Love! 
Leader: 	Love with all your heart.
All: 		Love! 
Leader: 	Love with all your soul.
All: 		Love! 
Leader: 	Love with all your mind.
All: 		Love! 
Leader: 	And the second greatest Commandment? People of God, what is the one like it?
All: 		Love! 
Leader: 	Love your neighbor as yourself. 
All: 		Let us worship the God of love! 	



[bookmark: _Hlk76559008][bookmark: _Hlk32926759]* HYMN		Spirit of God, Descend Upon My Heart	GTG #688
[bookmark: _Hlk135388804]
Spirit of God, descend upon my heart;
Wean it from earth; through all its pulses move;
Stoop to my weakness, mighty as thou art,
And make me love thee as I ought to love.

I ask no dream, no prophet ecstasies,
No sudden rending of the veil of clay,
No angel visitant, no opening skies;
But take the dimness of my soul away.

Hast thou not bid us love thee, God and King;
All, all thine own, soul, heart, and strength, and mind?
I see thy cross; there teach my heart to cling.
O let me seek thee, and O let me find!

Teach me to feel that thou art always nigh.
Teach me the struggles of the soul to bear,
To check the rising doubt, the rebel sigh.
Teach me the patience of unanswered prayer.

Teach me to love thee as thine angels love,
One holy passion filling all my frame;
The baptism of the heaven-descended Dove,
My heart an altar, and thy love the flame.

CALL TO CONFESSION
Leader: Siblings, Jesus said, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind. You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” We have fallen short of this command. So let us come before God and each other to confess the ways we have failed and to seek forgiveness. 

UNISON PRAYER FOR FORGIVENESS
Jesus taught us to love God with all our heart. But we give our love to our possessions and our comfort. Forgive us, God, for not loving you with all our heart. Jesus taught us to love God with all our soul. But we give our soul to money and achievement. Forgive us, God, for not loving you with 
all our soul. Jesus taught us to love God with all our mind. But we give our minds to division and greed. Forgive us, God, for not loving you with all our mind. Jesus taught us to love our neighbors as ourselves. But we focus more on our own needs than on the struggles of our neighbors. Forgive us, God, for not loving our neighbors as ourselves. 

SILENT PRAYERS OF CONFESSION	

RESPONSE 	Hear My Prayer, O God		GTG #782 (v. 1)
Hear my prayer, O God, and listen to my plea;
Faithful, righteous One, give ear and answer me.
Judge me not, I pray; no merit dare I claim;
Knowing my own faults, I trust in your just Name.

WORDS OF ASSURANCE   
Heather: Jesus taught us to live in the world, to be people of love. We have the assurance that because God is a God of love, no matter how many times we fail, God will forgive us. Thanks be to God, Amen. 

* MUSICAL RESPONSE OF PRAISE	O, For a Thousand Tongues to Sing
GTG #610 (v.5)
To God all glory, praise and love be now and ever given,
By saints below and saints above, the church in earth and heaven.

* THE PEACE      The peace of Christ be with you!  And also with you!
	            (You may greet those around you.)

* RESPONSE              Here I Am, Lord		GTG #69
Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? I have heard you calling in the night.
I will go, Lord, if you lead me. I will hold your people in my heart.

THE PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION
Leader: Lord, in your mercy, give us understanding as your word is read today. May the meditations of our hearts and minds together be pleasing in your sight, our rock and our redeemer. Amen. 

FIRST SCRIPTURE LESSON	1 Thessalonians 2:1-8	NT page 191
1You yourselves know, brothers and sisters, that our coming to you was not in vain, 2but though we had already suffered and been shamefully mistreated at Philippi, as you know, we had courage in our God to declare to you the gospel of God in spite of great opposition. 3For our appeal does not spring from deceit or impure motives or trickery, 4but just as we have been approved by God to be entrusted with the message of the gospel, even so we speak, not to please mortals, but to please God who tests our hearts. 5As you know and as God is our witness, we never came with words of flattery or with a pretext for greed; 6nor did we seek praise from mortals, whether from you or from others, 7though we might have made demands as apostles of Christ. But we were gentle among you, like a nurse tenderly caring for her own children. 8So deeply do we care for you that we are determined to share with you not only the gospel of God but also our own selves, because you have become very dear to us. 

TIME FOR ALL GOD’S CHILDREN

GOSPEL LESSON		Matthew 22:34-46		NT page 24
34When the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together, 35and one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test him. 
36"Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest?" 37He said to him, " "You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.' 38This is the greatest and first commandment. 39And a second is like it: "You shall love your neighbor as yourself.' 40On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets." 41Now while the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them this question: 42"What do you think of the Messiah? Whose son is he?" They said to him, "The son of David." 43He said to them, "How is it then that David by the Spirit calls him Lord, saying, 44"The Lord said to my Lord, "Sit at my right hand, until I put your enemies under your feet" '? 45If David thus calls him Lord, how can he be his son?" 46No one was able to give him an answer, nor from that day did anyone dare to ask him any more questions. 

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 	All: Thanks be to God.

SERMON			Why Is It So Hard?		By Rev. Heather Russell

THE RESPONSE TO THE WORD

* HYMN			More Love to Thee, O Christ		GTG #828

More love to thee, O Christ, more love to thee!
Hear thou the prayer I make on bended knee.
This is my earnest plea: more love, O Christ, to thee;
More love to thee, more love to thee!

Once earthly joy I craved, sought peace and rest.
Now thee alone I seek; give what is best.
This all my prayer shall be: more love, O Christ, to thee;
More love to thee, more love to thee!

Then shall my latest breath whisper thy praise;
This be the parting cry my heart shall raise.
This still its prayer shall be: more love, O Christ, to thee;
More love to thee, more love to thee!

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever, Amen.

PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS
	OFFERTORY		The Gift of Love
[bookmark: _Hlk152253608]	* SONG OF THANKS		Great God of Every Blessing	GTG #694 (v. 1)
	Great God of every blessing, of faithful, loving care,
	You are the fount of goodness, the daily bread we share.
	How can we hope to thank you? Our praise is but a start:
	Sincerely and completely I offer you my heart.
	* PRAYER OF DEDICATION


[bookmark: _Hlk143691578]* HYMN		Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us With Your Love		GTG #203

Refrain:  Jesu, Jesu, fill us with your love; show us how to serve the neighbors we have from you.

Kneels at the feet of his friends, silently washes their feet,
Master who acts as a slave to them. [Refrain]

Neighbors are wealthy and poor, varied in color and race;
Neighbors are near us and far away. [Refrain]

These are the ones we should serve; these are the ones we should love; all these are neighbors to us and you. [Refrain]

Loving puts us on our knees, willing to wash others’ feet;
This is the way we should live like you. [Refrain]

* CHARGE AND BENEDICTION
Heather: As you go out from here, love one another with mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor. Live in harmony with one another, rejoice in hope, be patient in affliction, persevere in prayer. Love and serve the Lord, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, Amen. 

* UNISON AMEN		GTG #601

POSTLUDE
   
Some liturgy adapted from Child Of Blessing Lectionary Resource, Presbyterian Association of Musicians






Sunday, November 1 Lectionary:
Joshua 3:7-17; Psalm 107:1-7, 33-37; 1 Thessalonians 2:9-13; Matthew 23:1-12
Assisting in Worship:    We appreciate those who serve:

					Today 10/25				Next Week 11/1
Sunday Opener: 		Mark Chaplik				Linda Caviglia
Ushers/Greeters:		Bob Rogers				Cynthia Smith
					Beth Oates				Leah Halvorson
Lay Leader:			Ron Holmes				Mark Kearney
Offering Counters:		Linda C. & Volunteer		Barbara N. & Volunteer
Fellowship Hosts:		Linda Caviglia				

Happy Birthday!		October 27 – Amy Vasbinder-Garcia
					November 1 – Olivia Oates

Announcements

Happy Thon – A Little Background: This local annual holiday assistance and community-building program began in 2015, supporting 14 families. The DownTown Sykesville Connection works closely with counselors at Piney Ridge Elementary and Sykesville Middle School. Happy-thon is now a cherished neighborhood tradition held on the Town House Porch. Last year they raised $18,600 in support of 84 children and their families. Your ear-marked donations may be given until the end of November, leaving them time to plan their gift-giving.

Sermon Series: Today, we continue our sermon series for the month of October, titled Thriving. How can we as church members be charitable, but also balance burdensome debt, lifestyle maintenance, and limited retirement savings? How does the church balance its budget without harming members who struggle financially? What if our faithful stewardship leads to deepening our commitment to the church, to Jesus, and to ourselves? We will explore these questions throughout October. 

Livestreaming: We are livestreaming our worship service on YouTube now.  We will continue to have Zoom as an option, as well.

Congregational Care: If you know of someone who would benefit from a card or a phone call, please text or call Diana Steppling at 862-266-2242.

Electronic Giving: Below is a QR code you can scan to make your contribution a new way! The page you get will ask for your name, email and phone
[image: A qr code with black squares

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]number. You can choose from a dropdown menu for selecting where the donation should go: General Fund, Capital Fund, Concert, Memorial. There is a fee for using a credit card, and you will be given the option to pay that fee along with your donation, but you don’t have to include it if you don’t want to.


Today:							
	Sunday October 25					
		10:30 am		Worship
11:30 am		Fellowship

This Week:
	Wednesday October 28
	6:15 pm		Bell Choir Practice
		7:30 pm		Adult Choir Practice
	

Next Week:
Sunday November 1
10:30 am		Worship
11:30 am		Fellowship
	Monday November 2
		7:00 pm		Headhuggers (Manse)
	Tuesday November 3
		1:15 pm		Worship Committee (Zoom)
7:30 pm		Adult Choir Practice
	Wednesday November 4
	6:15 pm		Bell Choir Practice
		
	
	



Heather’s In Office Hours:		Tuesday, Friday, Sunday
						8:30 am – 2:00 pm
Heather’s Home Office Hours:	Wednesday, Thursday
						8:30 am – 2:00 pm
Heather’s Sabbath Day:			Mondays

Reminder: In case of an emergency, please contact Heather directly: springfieldpres.pastor@gmail.com
cell 443-280-9712 (texts welcomed, please identify yourself)


[image: ]Springfield Presbyterian Church
 10:30 am Worship
11:30 am Fellowship 
Website:  www.springfield-church.org Church Office:  410-795-6152
Like us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/SpringfieldPresbyterianChurch
Ministry Associate: Heather Russell von Marko
Email: springfieldpres.pastor@gmail.com
Clerk of Session: Sharon Pappas 
Music Director: Robin Kochanski
Accompanist: Michael Hall 
Office Manager: Donna Mazer
Email: springfieldpres.office@gmail.com 
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