Springfield Presbyterian Church (USA)
7300 Spout Hill Road, Sykesville, MD 21784    410-795-6152
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September 20, 2026 - 10:30 am


WELCOME VISITORS!

We're glad you are here! Cards at the ends of each pew are for you to fill out and drop in the Offering Plate. Please let us know you are visiting and join us for refreshments and fellowship following the service. The Sanctuary has an induction loop system to assist the hearing impaired. The system will also work on the telephone setting of hearing aids. 

Springfield Presbyterian Church is rooted in the gospel of Jesus Christ, led by the Holy Spirit, and called to loving relationships through vibrant worship and service. Valuing all people, we are committed to developing disciples and fostering stewardship.

PREPARATION FOR THE WORD
(* those who are able are invited to stand)

PRELUDE		     

PASTOR’S WELCOME

GATHERING OF THE PEOPLE
The Lord be with you!   And also with you!   (Greetings and Announcements)

LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE
Leader:  Whenever we light this candle we proclaim:
People:  Christ is the Light of the world and the center of our lives.

CALL TO WORSHIP	  
Leader: 	God is good. God is great. 
All: 		God gives us all we need. 
Leader: 	God is just. God is kind. 
All: 		God gives us all we need. 
Leader: 	We meet here to praise God! 
All: 		We gather here to meet Jesus! 
Leader: 	We come here to be gathered up by the Holy Spirit! 
All: 		Let us worship God together in love. 

[bookmark: _Hlk76559008][bookmark: _Hlk32926759]* HYMN		Come, Labor On		GTG #719

Come, labor on. Who dares stand idle on the harvest plain
while all around us waves the golden grain?
And to each servant does the Master say, "Go work today."

Come, labor on. Claim the high calling angels cannot share;
to young and old the gospel gladness bear.
Redeem the time; its hours too swiftly fly. The night draws nigh.

Come, labor on. Cast off all gloomy doubt and faithless fear!
No arm so weak but may do service here.
Though feeble agents, may we all fulfill God's righteous will.

Come, labor on. No time for rest, till glows the western sky,
till the long shadows o'er our pathway lie,
and a glad sound comes with the setting sun, "Well done, well done!"

CALL TO CONFESSION
Leader: We spend so much time accusing ourselves, judging ourselves, punishing ourselves for what we have done, or not done. But God would draw us closer to the Heart of forgiveness, that we might be filled with healing and grace. Join me, as we pray together:

UNISON PRAYER FOR FORGIVENESS
God of grace, you are always helping us to grow through the Holy Spirit. Sometimes, we think we know better than you - we think we can grow all on our own. Sometimes we think that growth looks like power instead of love and service. Forgive us. Strengthen our faith so that we are more loving, more kind, and more just, in the name of Jesus. 

SILENT PRAYERS OF CONFESSION	

RESPONSE 	Hear My Prayer, O God		GTG #782 (v. 1)
Hear my prayer, O God, and listen to my plea;
Faithful, righteous One, give ear and answer me.
Judge me not, I pray; no merit dare I claim;
Knowing my own faults, I trust in your just Name.

WORDS OF ASSURANCE   
Heather: God leads us on the path of growth, and is patient and kind as we struggle to follow it. God is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and full of love. In Christ, we are forgiven. Thanks be to God! 

* MUSICAL RESPONSE OF PRAISE	O, For a Thousand Tongues to Sing
GTG #610 (v.5)
To God all glory, praise and love be now and ever given,
By saints below and saints above, the church in earth and heaven.


* THE PEACE      The peace of Christ be with you!  And also with you!
	            (You may greet those around you.)

* RESPONSE              Here I Am, Lord		GTG #69
Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? I have heard you calling in the night.
I will go, Lord, if you lead me. I will hold your people in my heart.

THE PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION
Leader: God our teacher, by your Holy Spirit, open our minds, that as the scriptures are read, and your word is proclaimed, the scales may fall from our eyes, and the light of understanding may shine on us, so that we might walk in your ways and glorify your holy name, for the sake of Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

TIME FOR ALL GOD’S CHILDREN

HEBREW BIBLE LESSON		Jonah 3:10-4:11	OT page 811
10When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil ways, God changed his mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; and he did not do it.
1But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. 2He prayed to the Lord and said, "O Lord! Is not this what I said while I was still in my own country? That is why I fled to Tarshish at the beginning; for I knew that you are a gracious God and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and ready to relent from punishing. 3And now, O Lord, please take my life from me, for it is better for me to die than to live." 4And the Lord said, "Is it right for you to be angry?" 5Then Jonah went out of the city and sat down east of the city, and made a booth for himself there. He sat under it in the shade, waiting to see what would become of the city. 6The Lord God appointed a bush, and made it come up over Jonah, to give shade over his head, to save him from his discomfort; so Jonah was very happy about the bush. 7But when dawn came up the next day, God appointed a worm that attacked the bush, so that it withered. 


8When the sun rose, God prepared a sultry east wind, and the sun beat down on the head of Jonah so that he was faint and asked that he might die. He said, "It is better for me to die than to live." 9But God said to Jonah, "Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?" And he said, "Yes, angry enough to die." 10Then the Lord said, "You are concerned about the bush, for which you did not labor and which you did not grow; it came into being in a night and perished in a night. 
11And should I not be concerned about Nineveh, that great city, in which there are more than a hundred and twenty thousand persons who do not know their right hand from their left, and also many animals?" 

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 	All: Thanks be to God.

SERMON		Learning to Love Our Enemies: Mercy and God’s Higher Calling			By Heather Russell

THE RESPONSE TO THE WORD

* HYMN		There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy		GTG #435

There’s a wideness in God’s mercy, like the wideness of the sea.
There’s a kindness in God’s justice, which is more than liberty.
There is no place where earth’s sorrows are more felt that up in heaven.
There is no place where earth’s failings have such kindly judgment given.

For the love of God is broader than the measures of the mind.
And the heart of the Eternal is most wonderfully kind.
If our love were but more faithful, we would gladly trust God’s Word,
And our lives reflect thanksgiving for the goodness of our Lord.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever, Amen.


PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS
	OFFERTORY		Compassion Hymn	
[bookmark: _Hlk152253608]	* SONG OF THANKS		Great God of Every Blessing	GTG #694 (v. 1)
	Great God of every blessing, of faithful, loving care,
	You are the fount of goodness, the daily bread we share.
	How can we hope to thank you? Our praise is but a start:
	Sincerely and completely I offer you my heart.
	* PRAYER OF DEDICATION

[bookmark: _Hlk143691578]* HYMN		All Creatures of Our God and King		GTG #15

All creatures of our God and King, lift up your voice and with us sing,
Alleluia! Alleluia!
O brother sun with golden beam, O sister moon with silver gleam,
Sing praises! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

O brother wind with clouds and rain, you nurture gifts of fruit and grain.
Alleluia! Alleluia!
O sister water, flowing clear, make music for your Lord to hear.
Sing praises! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

O brother fire, so warm and bright, chase off the shadows of the night.
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Dear mother earth, who day by day unfolds such blessings on our way,
Sing praises! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

All who for love of God forgive, all who in pain or sorrow grieve,
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Christ bears your burdens and your fears; so, even in the midst of tears,
Sing praises! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

And you, most gentle sister death, waiting to hush our final breath:
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Since Christ our light has pierced your gloom, fair is the night that leads us home. Sing praises! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!


O sisters, brothers, take your part, and worship God with humble heart.
Alleluia! Alleluia!
All creatures, bless the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, Three in One!
Sing praises! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

* CHARGE AND BENEDICTION
Heather: As you go out from here, love one another with mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor. Live in harmony with one another, rejoice in hope, be patient in affliction, persevere in prayer. Love and serve the Lord, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, Amen.  

* UNISON AMEN		GTG #601

POSTLUDE	   

Some liturgy adapted from Child Of Blessing Lectionary Resource, Presbyterian Association of Musicians


Assisting in Worship:    We appreciate those who serve:

					Today 9/20				Next Week 9/27
Sunday Opener: 		Mark Chaplik				Barbara Cornell
Ushers/Greeters:		Bob Rogers				Sharon Pappas
					Elizabeth Meirowitz			Leah Halvorson
Lay Leader:			Linda Caviglia				Mark Chaplik
Offering Counters:		Ron H. & Volunteer			Mark C. & Volunteer
Fellowship Hosts:		Linda Caviglia				Sharon Pappas


Happy Birthday!		September 24 -Heather Russell
					September 25 – Julie Ballard


Sunday, September 27 Lectionary:
Ezekiel 18:1-4; 25-32; Psalm 25:1-9; Philippians 2:1-13; Matthew 21:23-32

Announcements

Sermon Series: We continue to work through a sermon series this month, Learning to Love Your Enemies. The capacity for love to overcome all obstacles is easier to believe when talking about two people who want to be together, but can be especially challenging when thinking of ourselves and someone we don't want to be with, especially someone who has hurt or betrayed us. Yet our ability to overcome conflict within ourselves and find peace (despite what others may do) is an incredible opportunity to reflect the unconditional love of Jesus Christ, who loves us despite the ways we have failed. In this four-part series, we will explore practical guidance from scripture to help equip us to practice the kind of enemy love Jesus calls us to. 

Concert: TODAY at 3:00 pm, we welcome Michael Noble, classical pianist, as our artist for the first concert in our 2026-2027 concert series. The concert will include music by Francis Poulenc, Federico Mompou, Luciano Berio, Ennio Morricone and Frederic Rzewski.

Michael’s 2026–27 season features solo and chamber performances throughout Belgium, Italy, and the United States — including at the Italian Embassy and the European-American Cultural Foundation — residencies at Georgetown University and the Royal Conservatoire Antwerp, and the release of Homage and Threshold, his fourth and fifth solo albums. A multifaceted artist, Michael has a keen interest in a wide musical spectrum, from Gregorian chant to electronic dance music, and often blends styles in his programs.

As usual, following the concert in our sanctuary, we will provide a reception with lots of good food and time for fellowship. Please come, bring your friends and family to enjoy the concert and refreshments.

Heather’s Ordination: Heather’s ordination service will be held on Sunday, September 27 at 4:00 pm at First Presbyterian Church of Westminster. All are invited to attend! There will be a meal following the service.




Book Group: During the month of October, we will meet three times to discuss the book "How We Learn to Be Brave", by Mariann Edgar Budde. Budde is the first woman to serve as the Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of Washington, a 
position she has held since her consecration in November 2011. A vocal advocate for social justice, Budde has focused on issues such as racial equity, gun violence prevention, immigration reform, LGBTQ+ inclusion, and environmental stewardship. Please purchase your own book, or check out a copy from the library. We will meet 10/4, 10/11, and 10/18 for discussion in the Manse after fellowship time, for about an hour. Please let Heather know if you plan to join the group. 

Sykesville Middle School – Supplies Donations: We would like to thank our amazing and generous congregation! On 9/10, we were able to deliver quite a nice pile of needed items to Sykesville Middle School. Needless to say… they were beyond grateful and once again noted how very much these items were needed for their students. We received big thank yous and hugs for the donations. As always, you have stepped up to the plate to make this important cause such a success. We thank you from the bottom of our backpacks!

We also received a handwritten thank you note and a thank you letter from the Carroll County School Superintendent for the $251 we sent to help with student lunch debt at Sykesville Middle School. ~ Sincerely, The CoCaMO Committee

Noisy Offering: Our August Noisy Offering of $216.50 plus donations received throughout the year specifically for Presbyterian Disaster Assistance will be sent to help with all the wildfires, tornados, and flooding.

Livestreaming Coming Soon! We will be moving to livestreaming on YouTube over the next several weeks. If you have any concerns about this, please see Heather. We will continue to have Zoom as an option, as well.

Congregational Care: If you know of someone who would benefit from a card or a phone call, please text or call Diana Steppling at 862-266-2242.




Electronic Giving: Below is a QR code you can scan to make your contribution a new way! The page you get will ask for your name, email and phone
[image: A qr code with black squares

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]number. You can choose from a dropdown menu for selecting where the donation should go: General Fund, Capital Fund, Concert, Memorial. There is a fee for using a credit card, and you will be given the option to pay that fee along with your donation, but you don’t have to include it if you don’t want to.



Today:							
	Sunday September 20					
		10:30 am		Worship
11:30 am		Fellowship
12:00 noon	RGEF Meeting (Library)
3:00 pm		Concert (Sanctuary)

This Week:
	Wednesday September 23
	6:15 pm		Bell Choir Practice
		7:30 pm		Adult Choir Practice
	Saturday September 26
		7:00 pm		Family Game Night (Fellowship Room)
Next Week:
Sunday September 27
10:30 am		Worship
11:30 am		Fellowship
4:00 pm		Heather’s Ordination
(First Presbyterian of Westminster)
	Tuesday September 29
		7:00 pm		ESCAPE Lunch Packing (Manse)
	Wednesday September 30
	6:15 pm		Bell Choir Practice
		7:30 pm		Adult Choir Practice


Heather’s In Office Hours:		Tuesday, Friday, Sunday
						8:30 am – 2:00 pm
Heather’s Home Office Hours:	Wednesday, Thursday
						8:30 am – 2:00 pm
Heather’s Sabbath Day:			Mondays

Reminder: In case of an emergency, please contact Heather directly: springfieldpres.pastor@gmail.com
cell 443-280-9712 (texts welcomed, please identify yourself)
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Springfield Presbyterian Church
 10:30 am Worship
11:30 am Fellowship 
Website:  www.springfield-church.org Church Office:  410-795-6152
Like us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/SpringfieldPresbyterianChurch
Ministry Associate: Heather Russell von Marko
Email: springfieldpres.pastor@gmail.com
Clerk of Session: Sharon Pappas 
Music Director: Robin Kochanski
Accompanist: Michael Hall 
Bell Choir Director: Robin Kochanski
Office Manager: Donna Mazer
Email: springfieldpres.office@gmail.com 
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