WELCOME VISITORS!

We're glad you are here! Cards at the ends of each pew are for you to fill out and drop in the Offering Plate.  Please let us know you are visiting, and join us for refreshments and fellowship following the service. The Sanctuary has an induction loop system to assist the hearing impaired. The system will also work on the telephone setting of hearing aids.

Springfield Presbyterian Church is rooted in the gospel of Jesus Christ, led by the Holy Spirit, and called to loving relationships through vibrant worship and service. Valuing all people, we are committed to developing disciples and fostering stewardship. 
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Ash Wednesday Service
February 26, 2020
7:00 pm

ENTER IN SILENCE
When you are seated, notice that you have entered a sacred stillness. Discover the beauty of the presence of God here, beside you and within you. May you take this time to pause, contemplate the candle flame and the simple beauty of the cross, and the silent strength of prayer. These ordinary things invite us to live in tune with the Spirit.  Sit quietly in the presence of the Holy as you would sit with a trusted friend. No words are necessary…
CALL TO WORSHIP

Leader: God sent Christ into the world not to condemn the world, but that the world might be saved through Him.

People: God’s love endures forever.

Leader: God is our refuge and strength, a present help in trouble. Therefore we will not fear though the earth should change, though the mountains shake in the heart of the sea; though the waters roar and foam, though the mountains tremble with its tumult.

People: God’s love endures forever.

OPENING PRAYER
God of promises and new beginnings, we hear you calling to us to turn 
away from our yesterday and towards your tomorrow; to let go of the things that weigh us down, and to embrace the mercy you offer us with a generosity we can scarcely comprehend.  As we set out into this Season of Lent, receive us as we are, and transform us: change us, make us new, set a right heart within us.  We pray in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
* HYMN                      O Lord, Hear My Prayer


    #471
PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION

Merciful God, your word is our way of truth and life. Create in us hearts that are clean and put your Holy Spirit within us, so that we may receive your grace and declare your praise forever; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

FIRST READING:  

Psalm 51:1-17


OT page 492
SECOND READING:

Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21

NT page 5
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THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER

INVITATION
PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING 
Leader: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you. 
Leader: Lift up your hearts.
People: We lift them up to the Lord.
Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord God.
People:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

Heaven and earth all full of your glory, Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest.

PASTORAL PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER 
THE COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE
CLOSING PRAYER 
(in Unison) 

God of compassion, through your Son Jesus Christ you reconciled your people to yourself. Following His example of prayer and fasting, may we obey you with willing hearts and serve one another in holy love; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
* BENEDICTION
* CLOSING HYMN  

Create in Me a Clean Heart

#422 

You are invited to stay and meditate and pray, or leave quietly.
You may place your offering in the basket as you leave the Sanctuary.
LENTEN MEDITATION
Marking the Journey
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SILENCE

INVITATION TO THE OBSERVANCE OF THE LENTEN DISCIPLINE
PRAYER OF CONFESSION


People: Holy and merciful God, we confess to you and to one another, and to the whole communion of saints in heaven and on earth, that we have sinned by our own fault in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.

Leader: We have not loved you with our whole heart, and mind, and strength. We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We have not forgiven others as we have been forgiven.

People: Have mercy on us, O God.

Leader: We have not listened to your call to serve as Christ served us. We have not been true to the mind of Christ. We have grieved your Holy Spirit.

People: Have mercy on us, O God.

Leader: We confess to you, O God, all our past unfaithfulness: The pride, hypocrisy, and impatience in our lives.

People: We confess to you, O God.

Leader: Our self-indulgent appetites and ways and our exploitation of other people.

People: We confess to you, O God.

Leader: Our anger at our own frustration, and our envy of those more fortunate than ourselves.

People: We confess to you, O God.

Leader: Our intemperate love of worldly goods and comforts, and our dishonesty in daily life and work.

People: We confess to you, O God.

Leader: Our negligence in prayer and worship, and our failure to commend the faith that is in us.

People: We confess to you, O God.

Leader: Accept our repentance, O God, for the wrongs we have done, for our neglect of human need and suffering and our indifference to injustice & cruelty.
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People: We confess to you, O God.

Leader: For all false judgments, for uncharitable thoughts toward our neighbors, and for our prejudice and contempt toward those who differ from us,

People: Accept our repentance, O God.

Leader: Restore us, O God, and let your anger depart from us.

People: Favorably hear us, O God, for your mercy is great.

SILENT CONFESSION

CHORAL RESPONSE: 

Bless the Lord


#544

(The choir sings through three times, then at each pause, you are invited to respond by singing “Bless the Lord”.)

BLESSING AND IMPOSITION OF ASHES

Leader: Accomplish in us, O God, the work of your salvation,

People: That we may show forth your glory in the world.

Leader: By the cross and passion of our Savior,

People: Bring us with all your saints to the joy of Christ’s resurrection. 
ANTHEM
Stained Glass

By:  Martin/Sorenson
RECONCILIATION AND COMMENDATION        [2 Corinthians 5:16 – 19]
From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even though we once knew Christ from a human point of view, we know Him no longer in this way. So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new!  All this is from God, who reconciled us to Himself through Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to Himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting the message of reconciliation to us.
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